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President’s Report, June 2026

The WHS congratulates Gwen Hawke and Maureen Doyle on the publication
of their book ‘Whispers of History: Pioneering Women of Whittlesea Prior to
1945'. This book was published through partnership with Alicia Hawke, who
brought this long-term project to a successful end. The book launch was held
in March with a grand celebration.

In April, collaboration between WHS, Whittlesea College, the Whittlesea RSL
and the Yarra Plenty Regional Library’s Whittlesea branch saw the
presentation of stories about war service by a variety of presenters from a
variety of services. This event followed on from Anzac Day in a very
appropriate way.

In May, a personalized family history tour was undertaken by Margaret Mann
for interstate visitors of the Mann family. Thanks to Margaret’s considerable
research and effort, it was a very successful day. A report follows in this
newsletter.

Twelve WHS members were present at the celebration of the official opening
of the historic Kinglake Post Office in May, now situated at the Kinglake



Heritage Centre in Kinglake West. We congratulate the Kinglake Historical
Society on the successful conclusion of many years of effort and many
volunteer hours of work to bring this project to a successful conclusion.

An informative WHS Meeting was held in May at the Whittlesea CFA fire
station. After a tour of the station and the equipment, a presentation about
the history of the Whittlesea brigade was made, with a range of interesting
displays to support the talk. A WHS Meeting followed, with summaries from
each Project Team and discussion about the prospective WHS Privacy Policy.
If you have any feedback regarding Privacy for the committee, we’d welcome
your input. Please contact: whittleseahistorical@gmail.com

Looking forward, WHS has a busy schedule, with a Back to School event
being planned for the 11th of July. Chris Scull is leading this event and would
appreciate any memories of local schools or school memorabilia that you can
provide for the day. Your attendance on the day and assistance with set up
and pack up would also be much appreciated. Further details will be
distributed between now and then. The main advertising is on Facebook.

Several members of WHS are now undertaking training to review and update
the WHS website. The work will be shared between several members, and any
assistance would be gratefully accepted. Many thanks to Peter of Eltham
District Historical Society for his guidance.

A new activity for WHS is the opening of the Pioneer Pavilion each Monday
morning from 10 am to 12 noon. This has proven most valuable, with visitors
each week who come for a look around, a chat, or to donate items to WHS.
We enjoy sharing knowledge and hearing stories about local people and
events. Drop by for a cuppa and a chat when you have some time.

teading up: Gwen Hawke, left. and Maureen Doyle carry out research for their book. L

Gwen Hawke and Maureen Doyle pictured in the Whittlesea Post, 22 October 1977
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No furniture supplied for 6 rooms until April "bring a chair week"

Students had to bring their own chair to school for a time in 1970.

Early Years of Lalor Technical School

By Chris Scull

Lalor Technical School’s origins go back nine years before the school would open its
doors to students. The Whittlesea Post reported on 20" August 1959 that land was being
sought on the west side of the railway line at Lalor for a technical and primary school. In
1961 the Education Department bought 20 acres of land adjacent to the Lalor Railway
Station for the future schools. The same report noted that sites at Whittlesea had also
been reserved for future high and technical schools. (Whittlesea Post, 2" February 1961.)
Land had also been set aside at the end of Derrick Street, and this was also considered
for the site of the school but was later utilised as the site for Lalor High School. (Derrick
St runs parallel to David St and literally ends at the school. The site bordering Duncan
Rd, High St, Robert St and Lyndon St had previously been owned and farmed by the Nebel
family. Nebel Street is located only a block away.

Approval for the school at Lalor was approved in May 1967 with the school to be a co-
educational school, unlike the recently established Keon Park Technical School, which
only catered to male students. The school was planned to be opened in 1968 with
students drawn from Thomastown, Lalor, Epping and other areas to the north with those
already attending schools at Merrilands, Keon Park and Preston to be transferred. Lalor
Park Primary School was originally to share the site, but it was decided to move them to
a separate location to allow for the expansion of both schools.

By August 1967 plans for the school were underway with 40-50 rooms expected to be
built over time with a single storey brick veneer design used at Keon Park (and many other



local schools) as the template. It was expected that the first year of students would be
temporarily accommodated at Keon Park Tech as it was unclear when construction of the
school would start. This was opposed by the local Labor MLA, Mr J T Wilton who pointed
out difficulties faced by students when this happened at Broadmeadows.

The school officially opened on 7 February 1968 with the male students accommodated
at Keon Park and female students at Preston Girls High. It was not until the following year
that the site at Lalor saw its first students with 11 portables being used for the school
buildings.

The conditions at the school drew much concern from parents and the Whittlesea
Councilwith Cr Vic Michael calling the conditions “below standard” and headlines in the
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Whittlesea Post referring to the school as “deplorable’ ‘a rubbish dump’ “awful” and a
‘mucky paddock.” The grounds were a quagmire in winter, and the lack of fences saw
locals using them as a short-cut and dumping ground for rubbish. In 1970 tenders were
called to begin permanent buildings but it was not until July 1971 that building started.
The new buildings were finished in 1972, although a fire at the school in August did minor
damage. Thankfully things were only improved at the school with the following years
seeing the grounds improved with various tree plantings and additions to the school

buildings.

The first principal at the school was Mr J Looney. Harry Gilham was the Senior Master.
The school was one of many to receive an influx of teachers from the United States in
1975 with Mr Bruce Sotto of New York and Mr & Mrs Allar of Minnesota joining the staff.
Other staff included Mr Ted Bell, Mr Les Norris, Mrs Jan Potsch, Mr Russell Keil and Barry
Mernagh who succeeded Mr Looney as Principal.

An interesting side note to the early history of Lalor Tech was that there were plans for
several years to put a police station on the same site, with plans to do so first revealed in
late 1969. The Whittlesea Council led protests by locals against the proposal to utilise 3%
acre of land for a new police station. Land there was still being soughtin late 1970 before
a lack of funding for the new station saw the proposal dropped.

In 1990 the school changed its name to the Peter Lalor Secondary College. A proposed
merger with Thomastown Secondary College in 2010 failed after disagreements between
the schools. As of 2026 the school offers modern vocational studies specialising in
Applied Learning for Years 10 to 12 only. It now shares its grounds with Whittlesea U3A,
the Elia Language School, Lalor & District Men’s Shed, Northern School for Autism, the
Merriang Special Developmental School and several other educational facilities.

An album of images relating to the Lalor Technical School can be found on our Facebook
page. There is one for newspaper articles and a second one for photos will be added
soon.



Students at Lalor Technical School in about 1970 in portable classrooms.

Dates to Remember
11 July 2026, 12pm to 4pm.

Lalor Secondary College, Dalton Road, Lalor.

Our mid-year event will be a “Back to School” afternoon held at Lalor Secondary College
on Saturday 11 July 2026 in the auditorium (the former Beth Gleeson Gymnasium) on
Dalton Road. This event will include memorabilia and speakers from local secondary
schools including the former Lalor High, Lalor North High, Lalor Tech, Thomastown High,
Epping High, Whittlesea Tech-High and possibly others we will confirm closer to the date.
Anyone who has something to share is welcome to contact us in advance or bring it along
on the day.

Canyou help?

The Publications team at the WHS is looking for new contributors. We produce content
for the newsletter, Town Crier, our Facebook page and our website. You are welcome to
provide articles, biographies, or any other items that you feel may be of interest to our
group. Submissions can be made via email or by contacting us via our social media.



Who Were the Timms?

By Amaria Stark

A few years ago, while gathering background material for my book, I visited the Epping
Cemetery. There were many surnames on the headstones which I knew from streets and parks
named after the families who had lived in Epping and Wollert for generations. Some were also
names familiar to me from calling the class roll as a teacher at the local school. Were those
students I had taught descendants of these same pioneering families, or did they just happen to

have the same surnames?

Right at the back of the cemetery, half-hidden among a patch of native grasses and trees, two

headstones stand side by side, enclosed in a rusty fence. The taller one reads:
In memory of Frederick Henry John Timm. Died 20th August 1866, aged 58 years.
Also, his wife, Maria Timm, died 18th December 1890, aged 83 years.
The smaller one has three names on it:
Alice Louise Louden, died May 18th 1866, aged 11 months

Also William Henry Louden, died June 4th 1866, aged 3 years & 8 months

Gertrude E.K.Olsen, died 24th March 1892, aged 5 7 years.

Just a few names and dates... but somehow my curiosity was aroused. Why had a middle-aged

man and two children all died in the same year, within the space of three months? Why did



they have different surnames, yet share a family burial plot? What did Maria Timm do in the

twenty-four years after her husband passed away?

I wanted to find out as much as I could, and after a lot of searching online I was able to piece

together the following story from several sources:

After uprisings in Europe in 1848, many German immigrants came to Australia to escape the
political unrest. Friedrich and Maria Timm were among them, migrating with their two children
from Mecklenburg-Schwerin in Germany in 1850 on board the Alfred. Fellow passengers

included Christian Bindt, who was to become their neighbour.

Initially the Timms lived at Westgarthtown. Friedrich was naturalized in 1851. (I wonder if
this was when he began using the anglicized version of his name, “Frederick”, which appears
in some documents and on his gravestone?) In 1954 they bought 258 acres of land in Bindts

Road, Wollert. There they took up dairy farming.

It seems that Friedrich Timm was an outspoken character. I came across an account, written
by a reporter for the Tasmanian Daily News who visited the Timm farm in 1856 while
passing through the area, and quoted in an article by historian Robert Wuchatsch. This

reporter wrote:

On the road, or rather foot-track, I entered the house of a German, the owner of a farm of
upwards of two hundred acres, which, with another small farm at Irish Town (Preston), he had
acquired with the proceeds of five years’ toil in these colonies. It transpired in the course of
conversation that he was a native of Schwerin, and as I was well acquainted with that place,
and could talk with him to his heart’s content on Northern Germany, I was rewarded with a
basin of delicious milk, which I am happy to say is now to be found in abundance in every part
of our country districts. My host informed me that a considerable number of his countrymen
reside in this locality and are thriving almost without an exception. [ was rather astonished,
nevertheless, at the isolation of himself and family from the great world sixteen miles distant,
and his apparent ignorance of all that was transpiring there, the more so when he confessed
that he had not till then heard of the capture of Sebastopol, or even of the retirement of the
Haines ministry. My friend, however, seemed to cherish a particular aversion to the King of
Prussia, designating him as both a ‘Spitzbube’ [rogue] and a ‘schlechter Kerl’ [bad fellow]

and intimating his readiness to put an end to his career with an axe which he brandished in his



hand if ever an opportunity offered. From the cottage of the Tedesche [partoralist], which is
on the banks of the Darebin Creek, [ walked on ...

The Timms’ children married into local families; Frederick Timm junior married Amelia
Louisa Hanuschke, and Elizabeth married the son of a neighbouring farmer, Edward Louden.
Two of the Louden’s children, three-year-old William Henry and little Alice Louise, are buried
alongside their grandparents in the Epping cemetery. [ was unable to find out what caused their
deaths, but an inquest was held into the death of their grandfather, Friedrich, who was found
by a jury of twelve men (many of whom were neighbours) to have succumbed to “water on the

chest”. The Loudens moved to Mansfield not long after this time.

Maria Timm continued to run the dairy farm after her husband’s death. She leased part of the
land to her son, Frederik junior, but they did not always see eye to eye. In 1873 she took him
to court, stating in her affidavit “7That the Defendant Frederick Timm has already wrongfully
felled and sold for firewood at least two hundred trees growing on my land part of Section
Sixteen in the Parish of Morang and County of Bourke occupied by him as my tenant taking
the finest trees on the land and leaving the least valuable standing... That I have repeatedly
remonstrated with the Defendant and requested him to desist from ruining the said land as
aforesaid, but that the Defendant still continues to devastate the said land by cutting down and
removing trees and fences.” She won the case and Frederik was told by the court not to cut
down any more of his Mum’s trees. He and his wife Amelia later moved to Deniliquin and
eventually to Sydney. They had six children, and two of their sons served in the Light Horse in
the Great War.

Maria Timm continued to run the farm until her death in 1890. The land passed to her

daughter Eliza, who sold it -ironically- to a timber merchant.

skskock

As for the third name on the children’s grave, the Leader newspaper of Saturday 13th August

1892 contains the following death announcement:

LOUDEN.—On the 3rd August, at her late residence, 75 Seacombe-street, North Fitzroy,
Sarah, relict of the late John Louden, mother of Edward, Mary Ann, John Louden, Mrs.
Blayney and Mrs. Black, grandmother of Mrs. Olsen, Mrs. Peach, Alfred and Tina Louden,

aged 83 years ; after an illness of 6 months ; a colonist of 52 years.



Also, on 24th March, at her grandparents' residence, Carlton, Gertrude E. K. Olsen, only
loved child of Sarah E. Olsen, aged 5 years and 9 months.

Sarah (Mrs Olsen) may have been the daughter of Edward and Eliza Louden, making
Gertrude their grandchild. Although living in Carlton at the time, it appears they chose to
bury their young granddaughter with the children they had lost early in their marriage-

Sarah’s brother and sister.

Sources: CITY OF WHITTLESEA HERITAGE STUDY Volume 3 - Citations, 2015

Friends of Westgarthtown Newsletter (including articles by R.Wuchatsch)

Extracts From An Assessment Of Heritage Significance 40-152 Bindts Road. Wollert by Graeme Butler.

From the pages of The Advertiser (Hurstbridge) Friday 23 March 1934

ECHOES OF THE PAST

PIONEERING FAMILIES OF THE WHITTLESEA SHIRE

Amongst the many pioneering families whose descendants are still in residence in the
shire are the McLoughlins and the Whittens. The famous old bluestone house known as
Preston Hall, in Mernda is largely the work of Michael McLoughlin who lived in Melbourne
soon after it had been established. His daughter Mary was born opposite Kirk's bazaar in
Bourke Street, in 1842.

During the gold-digging days he worked as a carter operating in Mernda and carrying the
manifold requirements of diggers in the hills on a bullock wagon. He purchased five farms
in the district for members of his family. The present estate owned and occupied by Mr
James Whitten is one of them. On it was erected an hotel built also of stone and which
was delicensed years ago. Unfortunately, its actual name is forgotten although some old
residents believe it was the original Yan Yean Hotel.

Mary McLoughlin married Charles Hughson, and her daughter, now Mrs. J. Whitten, was
born when they were living in this hotel. For some time Michael -McLoughlin lived on the
Astley Hill estate, Greensborough, which he owned. Some of his descendants are still in
that district.
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Preston Hall c/o City of Whittlesea Heritage Study 1990. Supplied by A Graff.

Mr. James Whitten was born 66 years ago in Melbourne. His father, a skilled stonemason, came
to that city from Armagh, Ireland, in 1803. He has left-many memorials throughout the Whittlesea
shire for he prepared stone for works connected with the Yan Yean water supply; he built the
Epping Shire Hall and did work for Mernda Mechanics' Institute. He also prepared and erected the
bluestone in St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church in Mernda. He actually personally carried up
on a ladder the massive and beautifully carved stone cross and set it in position on the -western
gable, above the main entrance of the church. His son learned the stone mason's craft from his
father and helped in moulding the stone for the foundations of the Mernda Methodist Church.
Later he became a successful dairy farmer, a calling which he still practices using the old hotel
as his residence.

For someyears during the residence of Mrs. Hughson in Glen Vale the old hotel was occupied and
used as a store and South Yan Yean post office by Mr. C. Turner, the well-known local baker, whose
interesting story it is hoped will- be published in this series.

Other bluestone buildings throughout the shire are the Presbyterian churches in Janefleld,
Mernda and Epping. All belong to the late "Sandy Whitten's" period and contain work of his hand.
Itis a comment upon our times to know that Mr. Whitten is the last of the surviving stone masons



whose work, although it has left permanent scars in the bluestone formations on the riverbank
and roundabout, has also left wonderful piles of beautifully wrought work from farmyard
buildings, including pig sties, to church and local government halls!

The Presbyterian churches at Janefield and Epping circa 1985.

Mann Family Tour on Saturday 16 May 2026

by Margaret Mann

On a beautiful sunny day, | was at the station to meet Jen and Wendell our interstate
visitors at the railway station. It was quite a while ago since we had last met, and so,
hoping that | would be able to recognise them, | carefully watched as the passengers as
they got off the train. Meanwhile they were looking along the platform for me. After making
ourselves known to each other, it wasn’t long before we started chatting. They had a
particular interestin visiting the areas where the Mann family had settled and established
themselves after arriving in Australia from Scotland in 1857. Two more family members
Nicole and Heather also met us at the station.

The first place that we viewed was the Janefield School, where the children attended
school, which is now a Child Care Centre.

The second place we visited was the 164 acres farm that the family rented from 1861 to
1902 from Alexander Brock. The property name was Overton Farm in McKimmies Road,
Bundoora.

The third place that we saw was the Janefield Presbyterian Church where the family
worshipped, which is now the Macedonian Orthodox Church.

After apleasantlunch at Turners Bakery, we drove out to Strathewen to see two properties
that the family owned and farmed for many years. The Strathewen Hall was also pointed
out as in 1901 the family donated the one acre of land on which the hall is situated.

On the way back to Whittlesea, we drove to She Oak, Yan Yean; to view a sketch of the old
house on the farm. Lindsay’s poem “Shearing at She Oak” was read here. These were his
memories of the farm when he was growing up.
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Members of the Mann family with member of the WHS at the Pioneer Pavillion.

Before driving back to Whittlesea, we drove for a short distance along Donnybrook Road,
then did a U-turn so that we would catch a glimpse of the view of the Yan Yean Reservoir
from the top of the hill.

The afternoon tea waiting for us at the WHS Pioneer Pavilion was most welcome, and also
the chance to chat and exchange and share the family’s history.

We also had the opportunity to view two family bibles, diaries, photos and miscellaneous
memorabilia.

A USB with photos and information was passed on to our visitors to take home with them,
and another one to WHS to store in their family history archives.

The society received a beautiful thank you card expressing Jen and Wendell’s thanks for
the day, as well as a generous donation which was greatly appreciated by the society.

All too soon it was very late and it was time to pack up the display and leave to go home.
By the time we arrived at the station for Jen and Wendell to catch the train to the city it
was dark.

My thanks must go to Jen and Wendell for their request to visit the sites where their early
family established their lives in Australia, to Nicole and Heather for their input and help
as we travelled around, and to Barbara, Albert and Ross for their support and assistance
at the Pioneer Pavilion on what we all felt was a successful and worthwhile day.



