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Presidents Report
By Barbara Miller

Welcome to three new WHS members since December: David Freeman, Peter Cooper and
Marianne Gifford.

Bob Draper: Sadly, WHS reports the death at the beginning of February of our member Bob
Draper. Bob was a driving force in making storage available for the WHS collection at the Pioneer
Pavilion at the Whittlesea Agricultural Society. This has grown into a great opportunity for WHS
in partnership with the Ag Society and will evolve over time in exciting directions. WHS expresses
its sincere condolences to the Draper family.

Guest Speaker: At the Whittlesea Bowls Club in February, our guest speaker was WHS member
Neil Andrew, whose informative presentation was titled ‘Whittlesea 1965-1971 Can Trucks; a
snapshot into a milk powerhouse’. Neil spoke about the dairying industry in the Whittlesea area
through the eyes of a young child on the milk collection truck, traveling around the district with
his father, picking up milk cans from various small dairy farms. The presentation was very well-
attended, and many local dairy farmers were present. We thank Neil for his valuable contribution
to the knowledge of WHS members, and information which will be stored in our collection for
the future. We also thank the Whittlesea Bowls Club for the use of the Gold Room for the
afternoon.
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WHS Meeting: On the 15 of February, at the WHS Meeting, a suggestion was tabled that all
members should be invited to all meetings. The main concern was that it was felt that members
are not getting the opportunity to participate in decision-making and to be a part of meaningful
projects related to the history of the region. Concern was also expressed about communication
from the committee to members.

At the meeting, members of the committee spoke about the Constitution and the rules that WHS
must follow in order to stay within the regulations set by Consumer Affairs. The Model Rules are
available on the WHS website or on the Consumer Affairs website.

Open discussion was held with all attendees able to contribute. The general consensus was that
WHS members do not want to attend meetings, and that the preference is for activities, events
and guest speakers. The opinion was expressed that the committee is elected to do the
‘housekeeping’ work of the WHS at committee meetings and to report back to members. Any
financial member is able to and encouraged to join the committee by standing for election at the
AGM in October.

Regular WHS communication with members is through direct email, the WHS website, Facebook
and the quarterly newsletter. Decisions by the committee and any events or activities being
planned are communicated to members in a timely manner. At regular intervals, members are
also asked for their input to policy making and to planning. In 2025, input was requested for the
WHS Mission Statement, and also for ideas for the 50 Anniversary celebration. At any time,
committee members are available to members for feedback and to resolve any issues arising.
Any communication with members is handled in an open and transparent manner.

Pioneer Pavilion: As a huge change to the way WHS works, a small team of members will be
opening the Pioneer Pavilion this year, each Monday morning from 10 am to 12 (unless notified
on the website). Some members have already visited and a collection of tools from Mayfield Farm
was donated to WHS. If you want to borrow a book, or need information from the collection, this
is your chance or come along for a chat and a cuppa. You would be most welcome. Special thanks
go to the Agricultural Society for the opportunity to use this facility on a regular basis.

2026: The new year has started well, with a training morning organised by the Yarra Plenty
Regional Library. Four members of WHS attended a session run by Liz Pidgeon at Mill Park Library,
titled ‘Introduction to Oral History’. As a result of this information, several members are planning
to interview family and community members, and interviews will be added to the WHS collection.
We look forward to another great year of activities to educate and entertain our members. The
first event has already taken place in February, in partnership with Sherwin Rise in Wollert. A
presentation was prepared by Barbara Miller, with input from Bruce Batten, Neil Andrew and
Robert Wuchatsch. About 40 attendees took advantage of the opportunity to learn about the
history of Wollert, and to attend a delicious lunch provided by Sherwin Rise. Several other events
and activities are being planned, and we look forward to seeing you there.



Dates to Remember

MARCH
Saturday 7*" March 2026

Fundraising at the Tram Cafe.

APRIL
Sunday 19th March 2026

Committee Meeting.

Thursday 30*" April 2026

Yarra Plenty Regional Library / RSL event. ‘Reflections on Australian Service.’

Please check your email or our website and Facebook page for more information closer to the
date.

MAY

Sunday 17" May 2026

Guest speaker and WHS meeting.

Please check your email or our website and Facebook page for more information closer to the
date.

Can you help?

The Publications team at the WHS is looking for new contributors. We produce content for the
newsletter, Town Crier, our Facebook page and our website. You are welcome to provide articles,
biographies, or any other items that you feel may be of interest to our group. Submissions can
be made via email or by contacting us via our social media.

Things We Have Left Behind by chris scull

| have spent much of the last year looking at newspapers from the last century while researching
and gathering articles for our collection. It is always a pleasure to look back on the old
newspapers and republish many photos and long-forgotten articles. | also get a kick out of seeing
younger readers find something of interest to them personally in these old pages, whether itis a
photo of a family member or one showing what their town or suburb looked like in days past.
There are three things the Shire of Whittlesea did as a community in the past that united us in a
way that we are lacking now. These were events that have since been discontinued due to
changing tastes, the massive growth in population either making them unfeasible or changes to
the makeup of our society making them impractical.



Firstly, Australia Day was celebrated every year in the community at Epping and other locations
with events including the raising of the flag, carnivals, go-carts, dances and other gatherings.
Victoria officially adopted January 26 as Australia Day in 1931, although other dates and national
celebrations had been celebrated earlier. The Whittlesea Post reported that over 5000 people
attended the flag raising in 1960 alone. The 1950s and 60s were the main decades we celebrated
Australia Day. During the 1960s through to more recent years, it was also a time when many
citizens were naturalised with ceremonies taking place at the old Shire Office at Epping and later
South Morang.
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® INTERESTED spectators at the “Hell” drivers attempt to overturn cars on the Epping Oval as part of the enter~

tainment for the Australia Doy function on Monday, The cars could mot attain sufficicnt speed to make o really spec-
tacular display. '

Whittlesea Post, 29 January 1959 Whittlesea Post, 4 Feb 1960

The second event that brought the Shire together was an annual picnic to the beach, initially at
Albert Park and later Mordialloc. Picnic day was often gazetted as a public holiday in the Shire
for schools and businesses and involved a special train leaving around 8am at Whittlesea. The
date of the picnic varied from year to year, ranging from late January to late February. The
earliest picnic | can find reference to was back in 1910, when it was referred to as a combined
schools’ picnic. The Shire Picnic to Mordialloc (pictured) was one of the last to take place.

Whit;letea And District Schools’ .
Excursion To Mordialloc 2

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 '
TIME TABLE AND FARES

Depart, a.ms Under 16 Adult
WHITTLESEA . el 8.10 1/9 3/6
YAN YEAN . . . DR 8.17 1/8 3/3
MERNDA ... .. &0 s sated 8.24 1/- 2/.
SOUTH MORANG AV 833 1/- 2/.
EPPING i, it oo s G 8.43 11d. 1/10
THOMASTOWN . A ¥ 8.49 11d. 1/10
KEONPARK ... ... oy s e 8.65 9d, 1/6
RESERVOIR . .. 8.58 9d 1/6

Arrive Flinders Street 9.25 a.m., Mordialloc 10.10 a.m. Leave on return
trip from Mordialloc 6.15 p.m., Flinders Street 6.50 p.m,

Tickets, procurable from Rallway Statlon till February 9, are available
ONLY BY SPECIAL on forward journey and for return by Special or Or-
dinary trains for day only.

BASKET PICNIC — HOT WATER FREE — SPORTS

The loinl Life ..vln Mﬁ will ﬂy a Beach Patrol Service

Advertisement for train fares to Mordialloc in 1940. Running races at Mordialloc in 1964.
Eltham & Whittlesea Shire Advertiser, 2 Feb 1940 Whittlesea Post, 13 Feb 1964.




The last of the annual events that brought the Shire residents together was the Shire Presidents
Ball, held at the Epping Memorial Hall for many years. The Argus newspaper reported on a ball
at the former Epping Shire Office in 1879 to celebrate the opening of the Mechanics Institute
there back when Epping Shire was a separate entity. The Shire President Mr. McCay was one of
the hosts, but regular balls held by the Shire were not formalised until much later. The
Whittlesea Post reported in detail on many of the balls until about 1976 when they seem to have
fallen out of favour.

girls mode their debut ot the s Ball a ¢ Epp ng on Tuesdoy ni gM are Jonice Lawrgnu,
lesea; ssio Lo dl Lolor; Nolo Wini ng; Merle Gres South Morang; Dios S: 1oL

Fieddler Werndar Berbare Smith, Thomastown; Marce Clark o, Keon Park; Ly nette. Hunt, Lalor; Anne Syree, Letor; o0
Hower girl Kathioen Michael in’front. e

Whittlesea Post, 28 May 1959

Whittlesea Post, 26 May 1966 Wade of Epping, Janice and
Diane Scott of Epping and Whittlesea Post, 2 June 1976

the memorial hall.

Changes to the makeup of our community and our massive increase in population mean that our
sense of community as a Shire and later City has evolved. The logistics of getting a sizable
number of the community together are now much harder than it was when these events were
popular. New events have replaced these older ones, often focusing on cultural events or
occasions that cater to a particular section of the community. Thankfully we still have the
Whittlesea Show to bring us together, perhaps the last remaining great social occasion for the
City of Whittlesea.
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Site of the Yan Yean Reservoir painted in 1851. From the State Library of Victoria Collection.

The Yan Yean Tramway
By Chris Scull

Most of us are aware that the Mernda railway line originally ran to Whittlesea and that it opened
in the late 1800s. The line opened in stages from 8 October 1889 to Reservoir and finally to
Whittlesea on 23 December 1889. Additional stations and the connection from Rushall to Princes
Bridge came later.

However, many may not be aware that to facilitate the building of the Yan Yean Reservoir, a
horse-drawn tramway was constructed from Yan Yean to North Fitzroy to allow pipe-laying and
the movement of goods. The tramway began construction in 1855 with a cost of about £450 a
mile, considered cheap at the time. The first seven miles of the tramway were constructed by
Willam Macnamara and Mr Whitehair, who were also contracted to build the pipeline. Their bid
proved favourable enough that they were then asked to construct a further five miles of
tramway, with another company completing the work at the Fitzroy end.

The tramway rails were comprised of two red gum rails laid on hardwood sleepers, with iron rails
only being used for most of the final mile at the city end of the line. The line ended at Nicholson
Street, where land had been purchased for a station. The station was on land of about 24 acres
and bordered by the north by Alexandra Parade (then called Reilly St) and on the east by Fitzroy
St, in an area near where the Inner Circle railway line once operated. The route to Yan Yean
followed along Brunswick Street, across the Merri Creek bridge and followed St Georges Road.
There was little settlement heading north in that time and roads were totally unsuitable for the
construction of the pipeline.



No photos are known to exist of the tramway although it is mentioned in several articles you can
read on Trove. One advertisement from 21 April 1856 that appeared in The Argus called for
Sawyers (people who sawed wood for a living) to apply for work at the Tankerville Arms in
Collingwood or on the Wooden Tramway between Merri Creek and Irishtown (Preston).

The success of the tramway at this time saw plans drawn up by October 1856 to extend the
tramway as far as Beechworth in the state’s north, although hindsight tells us nothing was to
come of that. The following year in June, plans were being drawn up for Melbourne’s railways
to connect with the tramway. Sadly, by 1866 the tramline was largely gone, with the Leader
newspaper reporting that year on a deputation of residents of Morang (Mernda) asking for it to
be reconstructed.

By the time the line to Whittlesea was approved many of the bridges and other infrastructure
used by the tramway was in disrepair and unable to be used. The Whittlesea line ran parallel
with the former tramway, with sections such as from Preston to Reservoir very close to the
pipeline.

A panorama of the Yan Yean Reservoir taken in 1859 from the State Library of Victoria collection.

The Whittlesea Fair

A review of the first Whittlesea Show (Fair) that was published in The Age newspaper on 7 May
1859 as found on Trove. Author unknown.

THE WHITTLESEA FAIR.

We have received the following report of the first Fair held at Whittlesea, for the sale of horses, cattle,
sheep, pigs, poultry, dairy produce, fruits and vegetables, &c., &c., which was held on Tuesday, there 3rd
instance, and seems to have far exceeded the most sanguine expectations of the promoters.

The number and quality of the stock brought forward were worthy of the spirit of the Upper Plenty
farmers. But it was evident from the first that there would be a lack of buyers. It might be supposed that
Melbourne dealers would always meet with a good supply of country produce in this locality, and no
doubt many a bargain might have been made with

advantage on Tuesday last. With horses the fair was well filled, only few, however, changed hands. The
offers made were considerably below the market value, and the holders were indisposed to accept them.
A large mob of fat cattle was disposed of on very reasonable terms, and a fair amount of business done in



working bullocks and steers. There was a good demand for quiet milob (?) cows with calves at foot. The
supply.
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1. Advertising poster from 1859. 2. Newspaper advertisement from The Argus 16 June 1859.

was moderate, the prices realised ranging from £10 to £14. The number of sheep was very limited, that
of pigs not quite so much so, but owners were determined to keep up prices, and very few changed hands.
Very few fowls were sent in. A few fine specimens met with a steady sale. No business was done in grain
and hay for want of buyers. Potatoes were plentiful, at from £2 to £3 10s.
During the early part of the day a most insufferable dullness prevailed, it being as late as ten o'clock
before the real business commenced, an hour at which most of the cattle would have been disposed of
at many of the old country fairs. At the close several lots were sold by auction by Mr C. Buryell. The 'Cheap
John' fraternity mustered in good numbers and with imposing articles, and a little "fine talk," appeared to
drive a profitable business.
The amusements were characteristic of the Australian bush. No Wombwell's menagerie - no stately tread
or thread-worn jokes of the gaudy showman - no incessant din of rival music, to wit, bagpipes, cymbals,
street organs of the loudest tone, cracked trumpets, and other horrors— no swing-boats or "merry - go -
rounds, " on which the little "dears" could ride' for a half- penny; no Pablo Fanqua equestrians ; but it
must be questioned whether that well known horseman could produce anything in the side saddle equal
to our dashing bush ladies, who attended in strong force; and as the race-course was at hand they had an
opportunity of displaying their skill. The gentlemen too contributed materially to the day's amusements
by several creditable racers.



Sponsors

Whittlesea Historical Society is most appreciative of the funding and acknowledge
the community support provided by the City of Whittlesea, Mason Quarter and
Whittlesea Bowls Club.

Whittlesea
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