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50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION FOR WHITTLESEA HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
By Barbara Miller, WHS President

A special celebration event was held on Sunday the 16th of November at the
Whittlesea Agricultural Society’s Pioneer Pavilion to celebrate 50 years of the
Whittlesea Historical Society. The Master of Ceremonies, Michael Tonta, began
proceedings with a presentation about the importance of the preservation of local
history. This was followed by a keynote speech by long-term WHS member Robert
Wuchatsch. Rob spoke about the history of the WHS from its beginnings as the
Whittlesea Conservation and Historical Society. He shared memories of joining the
group in 1981 and then as President between 1983 and 1991. As a member of WHS
for 45 years, Rob spoke of the varied events and activities that have been held over
that time.

Other past Presidents spoke about activities over the years. Bruce Batten and Bruce
Whitchurch both spoke of their time as President — Bruce Batten served as



President from 2008 to 2021, as well as several years as Vice-President. Margaret
Mann spoke on behalf of Lindsay Mann, who served who served an amazing 17
years as President from 1991 to 2008. Gwynedd Hunter-Payne spoke on behalf of
her father Bill, who was a founding member of WHS, and served as President from
1976 until 1983.

The presentation of three Life Memberships made the day a particularly special
one. JW (Bill) Payne was awarded a posthumous Life Membership. Bill was a
founding member of the Whittlesea Historical Society, WHS President from 1976 —
1983, and a strong supporter of the group and advocate for the preservation of
local history. His contribution to the research and publication of local history
includes eight books in his lifetime, including the well-known and much appreciated
book ‘The Plenty; a centenary history of the Shire of Whittlesea’, which is still a
valuable reference today. Bill Payne was represented by his daughter Gwynedd
Hunter-Payne on the day. Life Memberships were also awarded to Robert
Wuchatsch and to Ross Mugavin. Both are long-term WHS members, have served
on the executive committee and have given outstanding service. Each of them has
a great wealth of knowledge of local history and has represented WHS with
distinction in the community.
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Gwynedd Hunter-Payne with Dr John Hunter and Judy Clements.
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Another highlight on the program was the surprise presentation of a beautiful
honour board, gifted to WHS by Judy Clements, a member of the WHS committee.
It lists the Presidents and Life Members over the last 50 years and will be
permanently displayed in the Pioneer Pavilion with pride.

The day’s festivities concluded with a delightful country afternoon tea served in the
Vintage Machinery Shed, and the cutting of a special 50th anniversary celebration
cake. It was a great opportunity to chat with friends and members of the WHS. The
attendance by long term members such as Marg Jolly and Rob Wuchatsch, and by
Councillors of the City of Whittlesea was much appreciated. Afterwards, the
general public were invited to view the new headquarters of the Whittlesea
Historical Society at the Whittlesea Agricultural Society’s Pioneer Pavilion.
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A photo in the State Library of Victoria Collection date 28 May 1977 from photographer John T Collins
(1907-2001) showing members of the Whittlesea Historical Society at Wallan East. They were visiting
Quinn’s Cottage on Walnaring Merriang Road.



Essay on the Shire of Whittlesea by Alexander Clements,
great-uncle of Judy Clements.

Originally published in the Evelyn Observer and Bourke East Record dated 5
December 1913 (per Trove.)

The Whittlesea Shire is bounded on the north by the Shires of Merriang and Yea. It
extends as for south as the Shires of Preston and Heidelberg. Its boundary on the
east is Eltham and Epping and Merriang form its western boundary. The area of the
Shire is 134 sg. miles, and it has a population of 2250 people. The rate is one shilling
and threepence in the pound, and this gives a revenue of £2030.
The surface in the north is hilly and mountainous. The men, Hume and Hovell, who
first crossed Victoria, named one of these peaks Mt Disappointment. The other
portion of the country is undulating.
The climate is cool and temperate, having an average rainfall of 25 inches. The
Plenty River, which flows through the eastern side of the Shire, and its tributaries
drain that portion. The western is drained by the Darebin Creek, which flows into
the Yarra river.
In the Shire there are three Ridings, each of which has three councillors to
represent the people In the Council, which sits at South Yan Yean. The President is
Cr W. Thomas, and the Secretary is Mr J. Ryan. The means of communication are
good, the chief road being the Plenty road which runs through the Shire from
Preston to Whittlesea. There is a railway running along the western boundary to
Whittlesea, and there are three passenger trains each day.
In the Shire there are many places which are noteworthy for their scenery. The
Plenty River is a favourite spot in the springtime for visitors, who hold annual
picnics. The golden wattle is in full bloom and makes a line of yellow right along the
river, which is then very pretty. The place Is of much interest to naturalists and
photographers, because there are many birds whistling, calling to each other and
building their nests. In the September number of our " School Paper.' the following
verse of poetry on the wattle, written by the poet Gordon, appears: -
" Lightly the breath of the spring wind blows,

Though laden with faint perfume,

'Tis the fragrance rare that the bushman knows,

The scent of the wattle bloom."
At Yan Yean is the Yan Yean reservoir, which provides the water supply for
Melbourne. The reservoir is ten miles in circumference, and it has an area of 1300



acres. The depth is 26 feet, and it holds 6,400,000,000 gallons of water. The water
is conveyed to Melbourne (to) by an aqueduct. "This. water scheme is one of the
finest in the world. The ground around the reservoir has been laid out as a park,
and many trees of different kinds have been planted. An annual picnic on New
Year's Day is held at the reservoir, and many people from Melbourne go up to it.
The splendid exhibit from the Whittlesea Shire at the Royal Agricultural Society's
Show was an object lesson in the industries of the Shire. The hilly parts of the north
are thickly covered with timber. The chief kinds are yellow box, red gum, mountain
ash, messmate, and stringy bark. This is a very valuable industry because much
timber for building and wood for fuel are sent to Melbourne. An excursion through
the Shire along the Plenty road will show you by the many good dairy farms that,
dairying is the chief industry. A large dairy farm, where three to four hundred cows
are milked, was seen close to Morang. The north-eastern portion of the Shire is
favourable for the fruit growing industry. Nearly the whole year around wagons
laden with fruit for the Melbourne market pass down the Plenty road. The fruit that
is exported to the English and German markets is sent to Melbourne by the railway.
Whittlesea, which is bountifully situated at the foot of the Plenty Ranges. is one of
the biggest districts in the Shire. An Agricultural Show is held there annually.
Mernda is a little village (to) which lies to the south of Whittlesea. It is a farming
and dairying district. Morang and Bundoora are situated in the south of the Shire.
South Morang is a favourite pleasure resort. The scenery on the Plenty River at this
part is very picturesque.

Alex Clements
Bundoora

Some images from 1913 from our collection.




History of the WHS and saving the Whittlesea Courthouse,

as of February 2020

by Bev Moore (with some edits by Chris Scull)

On a particular evening in a particular home some 40 years ago a group of well-
versed locals came together for a discussion. The discussion was amid the cups of
tea, scones and home-made cakes served by the host of the evening. It was an
informal evening that would form the first of its kind and hence going forward from
that evening in 1975, the Whittlesea Historical Society was formed.

The friendly group would discuss historical issues and dates pertaining to the Shire
of Whittlesea and its residents. They would meet at selected homes once a month
and wads of paper articles, artifacts and informative history books of old would be
on view for members to view and discuss. No computer would record their
meetings as they were not in use at that time.

Reviving the history long forgotten took time, patience and a great amount of effort
and commitment to research. Not a lot of books had been published on our history
and Google and Trove were tools we could only dream of.

Many phone calls would take place to check details and facts on historical
information. Often the calls were lengthy and time consuming, but this modest
and humble group persevered.

Suffice to say it took this dedicated group many hours of searching records available
in local libraries, the shire offices and visits to the busy Melbourne city to follow up
a lead or information from the technology of the day. Handwritten notes,
microfilm, microfiche and talking to the remaining pioneers of our early days were
all we had.

It happened just out of the blue and was a shock to the township of Whittlesea
when the sedate and historical courthouse of petty sessions was closed. Despite
newspaper articles announcing other courthouses in the metropolitan area were
deemed for closure too, we were told the Whittlesea Courthouse would not close
— but it did.

The Historical Society became concerned and endless phone calls and letter to find
out as to its fate proved fruitless. It was frustrating to all concerned and always
high on the discussion points at the monthly meetings.



The years rolled by and finally about 1987 fate lent this hard-working group a lucky
break. It came via a confidential source and gave details of the land being eyed off
as a prospective sale. A certain developer had made noises and the noises did
carry. Research and action followed the news, and the Shire of Whittlesea would
firstly receive a phone call, followed by a meeting. The result weighed heavily on
the minds and in the hearts of our group as we looked for assurance that the
courthouse would remain as a courthouse and not a burger joint.

News came via commissionaire who gladdened their hearts with the
announcement that the Shire, now City of Whittlesea, had purchased the property.
It was a happy day, but more hard work would follow to see the building restored
as it had suffered neglect over the years it stood abandoned.

For more information on our association with the courthouse we present the
following article by the late Lindsay Mann from the Town Crier dated April 1990.
As part of our digitisation process we have now digitised more than 150 of the early
Town Criers. They can be made available to members on request.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

whittlesea court house
closes-now what.

by lindsay mann.

The gavel has fallen for the last time,
on one hundred and twenty six years of
history - the old Whittlesea Court House
has heard its last case and has now closed
its doors.

What now? The Whittlesea Historical
Society Inc. believes that it has a
worthwhile answer.

But first let me outline some of the
buildings history.

The court house was built by William
Henry Lockwood, a local contractor, who
later became surveyor of the Whittlesea
District Roads Board, which existed
between 1862 and 1875, when the Shire
of Whittlesea came into being.

Throughout his long life Lockwood -
in various ways - served the municipality
and numerous other public bodies.

Some of his buildings - notably
Whittlesea Primary School - are still in
existence today.

The Court House served as offices and
a meeting place, for the roads board - then
when the Shire was proclaimed, was the
venue for the inaugural meeting of The
Whittlesea Shire Council, which was held
on 20th January, 1875 and saw Cr.
William Reid J.P. elected the first Shire
President.

This proved to be one of the very few
times in our history that a council
meeting was held in the Whittlesea
township.

However, the old Court House was
kept busy as the local home of law
enforcement. Many a person in over a
century and a quarter of its history, has
gained a new respect for the law and the
rights of their fellow citizens, by being
hauled up before the magistrate to offer a
plea on their alleged transgressions and to
submit themselves to his judgement -
perhaps it is due to the total success of
this ‘eradication of misdemeanour
program’, that is has now been made
redundant?

Seriously though, the old building has
had a long and distinguished career for the
first part of its life-- now it is time to
contemplate and decide up the second
phase.

The Whittlesea Historical Society has
been concerned about this matter, ever
since the closure was first mooted in

1985. In July of that year we wrote o -

Mr. Max McDonald, M.L.A., Member of

Whittlesea, advising of the heritage value
of this building and expressing interest in

A The Whittiésea Court House.

it, should it become available.

Mr.
McDonald advised the Attorney General of
our interest.

In October, 1989 we again wrote Lo
Mr. McDonald. In November he advised
that he had notified the Minister for
Property and Services of our continuing
interest.

We also wrote to the City of
Whittlesea.

In order to insure preservation, this
Society proposes that we be granted a
long term lease on the Court House, for
the purpose of supplying the community
with a heritage and information centre.

The Society would then take over the
property and use the present Clerk of
Courts office, as our office and as storage
space, for those items and documents that
we have collected over the years, which
are now held in various locations.

We would also envisage, that a
permanent home for the Society, would
make it more attractive for other potential
donors, to make their historical treasures
available to the public.

It is proposed that the Court Room -
which would be suitable preserved, to
maintain its dignity and decorum - should
be set up as a display centre and meeting
place for the Society and local community
organisations, as well as providing a
venue for any other activities - of a
community nature - which may be deem
appropriate and desirable.

The Society intends to hold
discussions with the following local
community organisations: The Whittlesea
Agricultural Society; North East Ranges
Tourist Association; The Whittlesea
Traders and the City of Whittlesea. We
would also like to hear from any other
organisation, who feels that their activity
would be compatible with the facility.

So please support us in the

preservation of our municipal roots.

Along with the churches it pricked - when
necessary - our individual conscience -
though perhaps, more effectively that the
churches, as we were compelled Lo listen,

whether we liked it or not.

Now, we have the opportunity to
speak out, in the strongest possible terms,
showing our expectation that the Court
House, shall continue to serve the people
of Whittlesea.

Act today, tomorrow may be too
late. Some items of furniture have
disappeared already.

Any individual or group wishing to
register their interest and concern, may do
50 by writing to:- The Secretary,
Whittlesea Historical Society Inc., P.O.
Box 95, Thomastown, 3074. B



The Robertson Family by Gwen Hawke.

2
Historical Society

The Whittlesea Historical Society
cach year devotes considerable effort
to the collection of family history
and material relating to residents of
Whittlesea and surrounding areas. In
a two-way process, the society assists
many people enquiring into their
family histories and in turn, receives
copies of completed histories.

A major task which historical
societies should undertake is that of
giving leadership in the study of
family, local and regional history.
Without studying family history we
cannot hope to properly understand the
people and events which have made Sur
Shire, Victoria and indeed Australia
the way they are today. The history
of Whittlesea is the history of its
people and related events and the
history of the Shire that of a larger
group of people and events.

We camnot however study families,
townships or shires in isolation, as
many of the events which occur within
these groups are influenced by factors
common to all or much of the region in
which they are located. In many cases
they are common to the whole of the
country. Such factors as immigraticn,
mineral discoveries (gold, silver,
copper, iron ore, etc.) drought,
depression and war have all influenced
the way our ancestors lived.

An excellent recent family history
donated to the Whittlesea Historical
Society by its author Joan Robertson
tells the story of the Ewen Robertson
family, who lived for many vears at
'Breadalbane', Eden Park.

Ewen Robertson arrived in
Melbourne on October 27, 1839 aboard
the ship, "David Clark" after a four-
month voyage from Greenoch, Scotland.
The "David Clark" was the first bounty
ship to arrive in Melbourne and
carried 229 bounty immigrants. Ewen
Robertson, aged 23 and his sister
Catherine, aged 36 came from the
north shore of Ioch Tay in Perthshire,
where their father farmed land rented
from the local landowner, the Earl of
Breadalbane.

Also aboard the ship was the
McMab family, from the same district.
Angus and Mary McNab had six children
the eldest of whom was Janet, aged 22.

The new arrivals were accommodated
in tents on the Scuth Bank of the
Yarra River opposite Melbourne until
they found employment. FEwen Robertson

The above is reproduced from the Town Crier published in November 1986 by Gwen Hawke, our
secretary at the time. We are pleased that our relationship with the Crier continues to this day.

was soon engaged as a shepherd by a Mr.
Cameron at Beveridge and Catherine
secured a domestic position with a Mr.
Eddington in Melbourne. Before long,
Catherine married a Mr. Christie who
was later drowned in the flooded
Goulburn River.

After a short stay in Melbourne,
the McNab family procured a farm at
Mt. Fraser, not far from Beveridge and
kept in touch with Ewen who, in 1843
married their eldest child, Janet.

The newly married couple remained at
Beveridge until 1845 when they moved
to a farm near the Darebin Creek at
Bundoora. By 1851 five daughters had
been born to Bwen and Janet, although
one died in infancy, three more child-
ren were later born, including two sons

The early 1850's were marked by
gold discoveries, with consecuent
rushes of diggers to the goldfields,
creating a demand for supplies to these
areas. [wen began transporting
supplies to Bendigo by bullock wagon,
each load consisting of three tons of
goods for which he was paid 100 pounds
a load. These journeys over rough
terrain were both lonely and dangerous
and ususally took several weeks.

Bullock driving was, however a
profitable venture and by 1853 Ewen
was able to buy land at Glenburnie, to
the west of the newly established
village of Whittlesea. The land was a
crown allotment of 320 acres, bordered
on the north by the Wallan Road. The
price was 832 pounds. In 1854 he
purchased for 500 pounds another crown
allotment of 320 acres immediately to
the south, extending to what was later
known as Grant's ILane. ILater in 1854
Ewen purchased another 320 acres from
Charles Mc Dougall, for 600 pounds.
His final purchase of 70 acres in 1863
for 135 pounds brought his total
landholdings to over 1000 acres.

Ewen moved his family to his new
estate, first living in a small slab
house, building soon began on a fine
home on a hill overlooking the Plenty
ranges. Bricks for the house were
made from clay pressed on the property
by both Ewen and the children,
unfortunately Janet had died in 1859
at the early age of 42 years, many of
the bricks contain finger marks,
convict style. The house, named
'Breadalbane', had a shingle roof,
later overlain with corrugated iron,
and was completed in 1865.

The Roberston family settled dowm
farming and Ewen and his sons Donald
and Angus and his daughter Catherine
acquired further land at Acheron in
1871. Donald and Angus farmed at
Acheron and Ewen remained at
'Breadalbane’.

In 1888 Ewen in failing health,
sold all but 20 acres of his land
surrounding 'Breadalbane' to the
Burwood land, building and investment
company for 6000 pounds. The land was
subdivided into 2 acre, 1% acre and 1
acre blocks and named 'Eden Park'.

Ewen died in October 1888 at the
age of 72 years. lle was described in
Victoria and its Metropolis' as

" A guiet law abiding citizen, highly
respected in the district". He had
also been chairman of the committee
which established the Whittlesea
Presbyterian Church in 1861.

'Breadalbane' remained in the
hands of Ewen's daughter Elizabeth
until 1933 when she sold the property

to Guthrie Grant, a retired bank
officer. The present owners of
'Breadalbane’, which is located at
lot 67 Fifth Avenue, Eden Park are the
Hunter family.

'Breadalbara' and its garde:
remain relatively wichanged, retainii
their old world charm.

By Gwen lawke, Secretary,
Whittlesea Historical sSociety,
1 Somerset Street, Epping, 3076
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Increases in postmasters’
salaries had reflected the
steady growth of Whittlesea
Shire, Whittlesea Historical
Society vice-president Mr
John Waghorn said recently.

" Mr Waghorn was addressing the
society on the development of the
shire’s postal services.

He said it was during the 1850s and
the following two decades that mail
facilities were initially established.

The earliest post offices were at
Whittlesea (known as Plenty until Jan-

- uary, 1864), and Janefield, near Bun-

doora. 3

Both were established on September
1, 1853. These were followed by Epping
(1857), Woodstock (1858), Mernang and
Morang (now Mernda) (1861), Thomas-
town (1862), Morang South (1873), Yan
Yean (1875) and Wollert, (1876).

The first postmaster at Whittlesea
was Thomas B. Hall, whose annual
salary was 20 pounds. He was also vari-
ously described as a teacher, publican
and farmer. -

He was replaced in 1854 by William
H. Henderson, who was in turn re-
placed by Azariah Ashley in 1855. The
salary remained at 20 pounds until
1862 when it rose to 30 pounds. In 1874
it rose to 40 pounds and reached 50
pounds by 1882, reflecting Whittlesea's
steady growth.

Twice weekly mail

In 1856 the mail route to Whittlesea
was via Northcote, Preston and Jane-
field, operating twice a week, leaving
Melbourne at 9.30am and arriving at
3pm. The mail contractors were Messrs
Hughes and Johnson, who received 350
prounds per annum. T. Stephens actu-
ally transported the mail, possibly on
horseback. .

In 1859 the service increased to three
times a week, a post office having been
opened at Preston in 1856 with a daily
mail. Two branch lines operated from
Preston, one via Janefield and Yan
Yean to Whittlesea and the other via
Epping to Woodstock. The contractor
for all these services was Edwin Bast-
ings of the Northcote post office. As
each new post office opened it required
a mail route to connect with Mel-
bourne.

During the 1860s a daily service to
Whittlesea was introduced, probably
instituted when the Telegraph line of
coaches began operating from 35
Bourke St East to both Meriang and
Whittlesea.

In 1860 there were 5848 letters and
7839 newspapers handled at Whittle-

Page 2 — WHITTLESEA POST, Wednesday, May 9, 1984

When the postie

"o%s"" o %"

ottt

got 20 pounds p.a.

sea, the town rate of postage then being
twopence for each half ounce, four-
pence per half ounce for country rate
and sixpence for letters going “beyond
the colony”. Newspapers were one pen-
ny each postage, regardless of distance.

Azariah Ashley, probably a store-
keeper, was replaced in 1865 by John
Wishard Cairns. Cairns was also a
storekeeper and had stores at Yea and
Alexandra as well as Whittlesea. He
remained until 1872 when he moved to
Yea and J. Gibson took over the post
office. He was succeeded in turn by T.
A. Hickey in 1879, T. Jupp in 1878, A.J.
Lording in 1880 and William Henry
Lockwood in 1881.

First money orders

Money order facilities were intro-
duced about September 1876 with thir-
ty three vakued at 127 pounds 5 shil-
lings being issued that year and one
hundred and thirty three valued at 358
pounds 11 shillings and ninepence for
the full year in 1877. Telegraph facili-
ties followed soon after in June 1879.
Two hundred and twenty five messages
were handled in 1879 generating reve-
nue of 12 pounds 8 shillings and three-
pence, the following year 514 messages
were handled.

In comparing the Shire’s post offices
in 1884 we find that Whittlesea han-
dled the most business — 23,516 letters
and 695 telegrams. Morang followed
with 14,214 letters and 227 telegrams.
Most of the others handled only two or
three thousand letters that year. Jane-
field, which closed soon after in 1888
had only 1186 letters and the revenue
from the sale of stamps was less than
the postmaster's salary. Epping man-
aged 2020 letters, Woodstock 2190, Yan
Yean 2382 letters and 60 telegrams,
Morang South 2910, Thomastown 2936,
Barbers Creek (near Yan Yean) 3184
and Wallaby Creek (a temporary camp
for the construction of the Wallaby
Weir and aqueduct) 4044 letters.

‘The opening of the railway line from"

Fitzroy to Whittlesea on December 23,
1889 meant that mails were now con-
veyed by train instead of coach and
telegraph offices were opened at each

railway station. Some post offices were
even located at railway stations.

Apart from a short period in 1893
when the Whittlesea post office was
temporarily transferred to the railway
station where Edwin Missen was in
charge Lockwood served as postmaster
from 1881 until just before his death in
January, 1912 aged 79. He had however
for many years been assisted by his
daughters Martha and Wilhelmina.

Arriving in the district in 1853, Lock-
wood was Shire Engineer for forty two
years and as a result was absent from
the post office for lengthy periods. His
sons Joseph and James operated a mo-
bile store and post office servicing the
construction camps on the weirs and
aqueducts supplying the Toorourong
Reservoir. The post office was called
Wallaby Creek from 1882 to 1886 and
Tunnel-Camp after that.

Joseph was the appointed postmaster
from 1882 to 1888 and James after that.

Women in charge

Lockwood’s daughter Martha suc-
ceeded him in his postal duties in 1912
and his youngest daughter Wilhelmina
was appointed electoral registrar and
registrar of births and deaths. Martha
continued to operate the post office
until 1925, when John C. Dibbs took
over. He built a post office and resi-
dence on the opposite side of the road to
the one built previously by Lockwood
and remained until 1960.

More recent postmasters have been
Alfred Allen from 1960 to 1970 and Ross
‘White who has carried on capably from
then until now.

John Waghorn would appreciate any
information or material that readers
may be able to provide on any early
Victorian post offices, not just those in
the Whittlesea Shire. He can be con-
tacted at P.O. Box 95, Thomastown
3075 or through the Whittlesea Histori~
cal Society.

Mr Waghorn is aut.hor'c;f two local

histories — o‘gg on Gobur, an early
Victorian goldmining town, and the
other on Narbethong.

-
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In early 1984 John Waghorn, our Society’s Vice President presented a talk on the Shire’s postal
services, as record here in the pages of the Whittlesea Post, dated 9 May 1984.



BOURNEFIELD STUD (1856-64)
By Rob Wuchatsch

The Bournefield Stud, owned and operated by Edward Row and Hector Norman Simson, was
located at Woodstock, 30 kilometres north of Melbourne in today’s City of Whittlesea. It was one
of the first thoroughbred breeding studs established in Australia along business lines and was
stocked with high class mares served by leading stallions. Unfortunately, Bournefield made losses
rather than profits and its greatest product - the colt Fireworks, by English imports Kelpie and
Gaslight - left Bournefield in utero in 1864 on the stud’s dispersal and was foaled at Hurtle Fisher’s
famous Maribyrnong Stud.

Edward Row

Bournefield Stud (sometimes spelt Bournfield) was established by Edward Row (1819-1899) in
the winter of 1856 on 425 acres of stony, redgum covered farmland in Mason’s Lane, Woodstock.
Row, the son of an English fellmonger and wool stapler, came from Bourne in Lincolnshire and
arrived in Australia during the late 1840s. Edward, his wife Catherine and several children lived
at Richmond, an inner Melbourne suburb, where until October 1852, he operated a
fellmongering business with James Thompson.

In July 1853, having gained an auctioneer’s licence, Edward Row formed a partnership with
Richard Goldsbrough known as E. Row and Co. In 1855 they were joined by George Kirk, who had
previously operated a tannery in Melbourne. The company, managed by Row and Kirk with
Goldsbrough as a silent partner, acted as auctioneers at Goldsbrough’s wool sales and also ran a
very successful stock and station agency. In 1860 the name was changed to Row, Kirk and Co and
the partnership continued until 1863.

Edward’s brother, Frederick Row, who lived at Collingwood and operated a fellmongery business
there, was also interested in horses and horse racing. In 1858, Frederick purchased 424 acres of
land in today’s outer Melbourne suburb of Rowville and established Stamford Park, which also
became a notable stud. The name Rowville commemorates the Row family.

Simson and Row

Edward Row’s infant stud was enlarged in 1857 when he joined forces with Hector Norman
Simson, a fellow racing and breeding enthusiast, to operate Bournefield as a partnership. Row
and Simson were foundation committee members in 1856 of the Victorian Jockey Club (VIC),
along with Goldsbrough and Kirk.

Simson and Row’s Bournefield partnership arose out of a dispute over the purchase of Calliope,
a daughter of the famous New South Wales mare Cassandra. As luck had it, Simson bought her
from the owner on the same day his agent sold her to Row. As both breeders were anxious to
retain her, they agreed not only on joint ownership of Calliope but also to merge their studs,
putting all their mares together at Bournefield. While Row had more mares than Simson, the
latter’s were better bred.

Hector Norman Simson

Simson (c.1820-1880) had arrived in New South Wales from the Isle of Islay in Scotland in 1836
and been a pastoralist at Charlotte Plains Station near Maryborough in Victoria since 1841. He
had long experience in colonial horse breeding, having shortly after arrival in Australia acquired
the thoroughbred mare Moss Rose, which he brought with him when he overlanded from New



South Wales. He later purchased the imported Irish stallion Romeo in Melbourne. One of their
first progeny was the 1843 filly Wilhelmina, who although she did not race herself was the dam
of several good performers, the best of whom were Jeanette, Balloon and Flying Buck.

Bournefield’s Mares

The mares Simson brought to Bournefield in October 1857 consisted of three sisters - Wilhelmina,
Rosebud and Pretty Minnie; Wilhelmina’s two daughters Flying Doe and Madame Carandini;
Maid of the Mist; and Maid of Judah. Flying Doe (The Premier-Wilhelmina) won the 1856
Victorian Turf Club ((VTC) Derby and 1857 VIC St Leger. An imported English mare Dolly (Hetman-
Platoff) was also brought from Charlotte Plains. Prior to their arrival, several mares had foaled
and two youngsters, the colt Buzzard and filly Annot Lyle, accompanied their dams.

Buzzard (Warhawk-Rosebud) later won the 1859 VIC Derby. Another of Simson’s yearlings, the
colt Flying Buck (Romulus or Warhawk-Wilhelmina), remained at Charlotte Plains with his owner
William Cross Yuille, who leased that property when Simson moved to Tatong near Benalla in
1858. Flying Buck went on to win the first Australasian Champion Stakes in 1859 and VJC St Leger
in 1860.

Row’s mares included Betsy Bedlam; Crazy Jane; Creeping Jane and her three daughters Widow’s
Pet, The Creeper and Wee Pet; Rose of May; Enchantress; May Queen; Curiosity; Hipped Bessy;
Pastille; and Rosa Bonheur.

Additional stock was purchased in Australia and England. Initial acquisitions were the imported
Minette; and Miss Louey and Maid of the Mill; all purchased from Sydney. The whole of the Icely
Stud at Carcoar in New South Wales was acquired for £4,000, but only the mares Furbelow and
Fantome retained, other stock being gradually sold off. Still further additions were the Tasmanian
mare Saucy Kate; the imported My Mary Ann; Flight; and Romp.

However, the most significant acquisition was the English mare Gaslight. Other Bournefield
imports were Sicilia, Granawheile and Isabel, purchased between 1857 and 1860.

Drafts of mares were also disposed of. In July 1858 Maid of Judah and May Queen were sold and
in 1860 Creeping Jane, Widow’s Pet, Enchantress, Wee Pet, Rose Bonheur, Saucy Kate, Furbelow
and Fantome. Others, such as Dolly, died. Later losses included Flight, Rosebud, Maid of the Mist
and Isabel.

Gaslight

Gaslight, a mare by Sir Hercules-Factory Girl, was bred in England in 1850 by Sidney Herbert. Not
a success on the turf, Gaslight was purchased there in 1857 for £80 for Simson by his friend and
fellow Scot, William Yuille, then in England. Although Gaslight had an inauspicious start to her
stud career, casting her first foal during the voyage to Australia; missing to Warhawk and Conrad
in her first two seasons at Bournefield; then losing her first Australian born foal, by Dolo or
Warhawk, as a foal, she went on to become a landmark of the Victorian Stud Book. It was said of
her that she could ‘breed a racehorse to a Timor pony’.

After producing two further foals, including the Warhawk filly lllumination, winner of the 1864
VRC Oaks Stakes and 1865 VRC St Leger, Gaslight was sold at the Bournefield dispersal in 1864 to
Hurtle Fisher for 120 guineas. At the time she was in foal to Kelpie. Following the birth of the colt
Fireworks at Fisher’s Maribyrnong Stud in late 1864, she produced another foal there - Gasworks,
by Fisherman — whose later victories included the 1869 VRC Australian Cup, St Leger and Town
Plate.



At the Maribyrnong dispersal in 1866, Gaslight was sold to William Pearson of Kilmany Park,
Gippsland for 420 guineas. She was then in foal with Lamplighter, by Ferryman, born
subsequently at Kilmany Park. Lamplighter was also successful on the turf, winning the 1869 AIC
Champagne Stakes and VRC Ascot Vale Stakes and 1870 VRC St Leger.

Gaslight’s later foalings included the fillies Retort and Gasoline, by Vagabond, but both fell victim
to osteoporosis. Gaslight died at Kilmany Park in 1877 aged twenty-seven.

The remainder of this article will be uploaded to our website in the new year.

Dates to Remember

Saturday 13 December 2025

WHS Members Christmas Lunch

Venue: Turners Bakehouse, 107 Schotters Rd, Mernda
Time 12pm to 2pm

2026 — Date and venue to be confirmed

Exciting Book Launch ‘Whispers of History Pioneering women of Whittlesea prior to 1945’ by
Gwen Hawke and Maureen Doyle

So, start spreading the news — Gwen and Maureen’s long awaited history book is nearly here —
Against the backdrop of sweeping plains and bustling homesteads, "Whispers of History"
explores themes of strength, love, and sacrifice, reminding us that behind every great
achievement stands a woman who dared to believe. Through laughter, heartache, and unyielding
resolve, the quiet achievements of these remarkable women continue to reverberate through
time, inspiring readers to recognize the strength within us all.

15 February 2026

WHS Meeting

Venue: Whittlesea Bowls Club

Our regular meetings at the Whittlesea Bowls Club will resume on the 3™ Sunday of the month,
with our first scheduled meeting to be held on the 15" February.

Can you help?

The Publications team at the WHS is looking for new contributors. We produce content for the
newsletter, Town Crier, our Facebook page and our website. You are welcome to provide articles,
biographies, or any other items that you feel may be of interest to our group. Submissions can
be made via email or by contacting us via our social media.



Sponsors

Whittlesea Historical Society is most appreciative of the funding and acknowledge
the community support provided by the City of Whittlesea, Mason Quarter and
Whittlesea Bowls Club.
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