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President’s Report

At the WHS February meeting at the Whittlesea Bowls Club, our guest
speaker Anne Paul gave an informative presentation titled ‘Footprints on
the landscape — the Willis brothers, squatters on the Plenty River in 1837’.
Anne spoke about the very early days of exploration and settlement along
the Plenty River, with a particular focus on the Willis brothers of Mernda.
Her presentation can be viewed on WHS’s YouTube clip, available via the
WHS website.

In March, our annual bus tour was focussed on Glenvale (between
Whittlesea and Upper Plenty), once the site of a busy township with two
hotels, a school, a public hall, a blacksmith, a general store and a post
office. This tour was a very popular event, and due to high demand, was
repeated two weeks later for a second group of attendees. Thanks to the
Events and Fundraising team and our great presenters, who spent a lot of
time researching and compiling information for presentation. Also, many
thanks to all attendees, who were enthusiastic and willing to share
knowledge and stories of their own.

The Yarra Plenty Heritage Group’s quarterly meeting is an opportunity for
sharing of ideas between local historical groups, with plenty of good
information which can guide the WHS into the future. The meeting in
March heard about a popular drama production presented by Allwood
House in Hurstbridge, about history listening posts available at the Eltham
Library, and about an exhibition showing at the lvanhoe Library. These are
all great ideas for encouraging community engagement, and something
which WHS can learn from.

Work on the kitchen building within the Pioneer Pavilion at the Whittlesea
Agricultural Society Showgrounds is progressing well. We will soon be able
to move our WHS collection into the new storage area to provide a
workspace for the Research and Collections team, and to make the
collection more freely available to WHS members and for research
enquiries. WHS appreciates this valuable partnership with the Whittlesea
Agricultural Society and looks forward to some exciting events and projects
involving the Pioneer Pavilion in the future.

Congratulations to our member Amaria Stark on the publication of her
book, ‘Silent Sentinel’, which was launched on the 26th of April. Amaria’s
imaginative story, showing the development of the City of Whittlesea over
time from the perspective of a redgum tree, is accompanied by her
wonderful illustrations. Amaria is a trained primary school teacher and
brings this experience to the production of a sensitive story which will
appeal to many.

Barbara Miller. President, WHS.
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Collections Team news

In addition to adding items to our collection, one of the other jobs we perform is the
digitization of items for our collections. This includes items that are in our collection
already as well as items loaned to us or made available to us.

A project | have been working on over summer involves the digitization and indexation
of our Town Crier collection. With over 400 issues published, the Town Crier is a
fascinating look into the Whittlesea area and back issues are a snapshot of an earlier
time. The WHS has been contributing from the first issue with many articles and stories
from members including Gwen Hawke, Lindsay Mann, Margaret Mann and Barbara
Miller. Some of these articles are now being reprinted in our newsletter as many of us
have probably never had the chance to read them.

Our website includes all issues from October 2016 to the present. About half of the
older issues have now been digitized with more being added on a regular basis.

As part of the digitization, we are also beginning to index issues to aid in future
research.

Chris Scull, Collections Team.

2025 Dates to remember

18 May 2025

WHS Speaker and Open Forum

1pm-3pm

Venue: Whittlesea Bowls Club

101 Church Street, Whittlesea, Victoria.

All WHS Members and anyone interested in the City of Whittlesea history are
welcome to join.

June 2025

WHS Event.

Yet to be finalized, we are looking at paying a visit to one or more local historical
societies. Details to follow.

20 July 2025

WHS Lunch and Committee Meeting

12.00pm to 3pm

Venue: Hunter’s Tryst in Beveridge

All WHS members are welcome to join us for lunch and to stay on for our quarterly
committee meeting.
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Nanas Place

A SHORT STORY ByMargaret Mann

It was the biggest dolls house that
I had ever seen, yet it was real -
my Nana lived there. Nestled
behind a post and wire fence with
honeysuckle trailing along the
wire, red geraniums growing wild,
and framed by tall gum trees was
this tiny cottage.

The year was 1951 I was Margaret
Towers then, and I was five years
old. I had been sent on a holiday
to Nanas when my other
Grandmother had died, and my
mother had to make the
arrangements.

The cottage was two rooms
wide at the front. Entry through
the front door led you straight into
the lounge which also contained
the cooking stove. This room was
chocka block with a big brown
leather lunge suite and a dining
setting - barely leaving room to
walk around the table . In the wall
opposite the fireplace was the
bedroom door. The double iron
bed was pushed against the
opposite wall, barely leaving room
for the door to be closed. After
sleeping there one night squeezed
between my cousin Yvonne and
Nana, it was not surprising that the

" next night I found myself sleeping
on the couch in the lounge room.

Half of the verandah had
canvas on three sides which made

.an extra bedroom, with a three

quarter size iron bed where my

brother slept on his visits there.

The kitchen was the width of
the house with a oblong ice chest
at one end, from which delicious
red jellies were produced, and at
the other end was a sink with an
old wooden draining board where
I was sat with my knees up under
my chin to have a wash before I
went to bed. This was easier than
going past the old outside toilet to
a large tin shed in the back yard
with unpainted wooden doors
where the old tin hip bath and
wood copper were housed. You
had to be fair dinkum about having
a bath in those days.

One day my Aunts, cousins
and family went for afternoon tea
and I can remember in pride of
place on the table a
delicious sponge. It was a warm
day and when a fly landed right in
the middle of the sponge my
cousin grabbed the fly swatter and
glanced around the table with the

look of the devil on his face and
quipped, "will I1?".

My brother John and I used to
climb through the back wire fence
and cross the paddocks to the Brair
Hill Primary School, where we
would have a swing before buying
an icecream at McGraths store to

eat on the way back.

At the top end of River Street was

Britnells Road, (now Mountain
view Road), and behind a wire
fence was a dirt yard, no grass, a
small 'A' frame wooden and tin
enclosure, and the most white
chooks I had ever seen.

I was woken one morning to the
magpies carolling in the large trees
across the road, their loud noises a
contrast to the quietness of the
country morning.

We had many expeditions walking
across the paddocks to the Plenty
River to pick blackberries, getting
scratched, eating more than we
took home and tearing my pinny
on the prickles, mind you, they
tasted much nicer then.

The old cottage was featured in the
book "Greensborough and
Greenhills" by Irene Turvey and
Ron Reynolds, published in 1973.
Last week we drove to 24 River
Street and I felt a sense of loss
when I was confronted by a tidy
landscaped garden and three new
flats. Made roads, footpaths,
houses on the once open
paddocks, and flats in place of the
chook farm. No longer country
and overgrown garden with lots of
places to play. It is all new
suburban housing. Only the happy
loving carefree memories are left
but these are mine to keep always.




Glenvale Bus Tour

On Sunday 23™ March and Sunday 6™ April the WHS hosted our first event for the year
with a bus tour of Glenvale, north of Whittlesea. Initially planned as a one-off event
the sell-out of our first tour and interest from additional parties saw the second tour
take shape before the first had taken place. Both days were a success with full buses
and a lot of positive feedback from those who attended.

The tour started off with the visit to “Mount Hope,” the property of the Towt family
and guest speaker Peter Towt. We then visited the site of the former Glenvale school
on Wallan Road for some history of the site and surrounds by our President, Barbara
Miller and her husband Albert Miller. Our next stop was on Wildwood Road where we
stopped outside the gates of historic Mornmoot, a homestead and horse stud built in
the early 1900s for Russell Chirnside, who owned the property until the 1940s. The
tour wrapped up for lunch and a final talk at the property of our own Judy Clements
where items on display included many old photos taken in the Glenvale area.

Many thanks to the team that organized the tours and our speakers, Peter Towt, Ross
Mugavin, Bernie Coulthard, Albert and Barbara Miller and Judy Clements.







Grants

We have recently applied to two local organisations for support through their grant and
community programs. It is very pleasing to report that we have been successful as
follows:

1. Whittlesea Bowls Club has provided S500 to support us in the purchase of cabinets
for the storage and protection of important documents and collection items.

2. Mason Quarter - Cedar Woods Community Grants — we have received $500 to assist
with the purchase of items including a step ladder for use in preparing displays, and a
trolley for our scanner.

The support received through these community programs is greatly appreciated and
assists us to purchase items to support the work we do in preservation of our history
and sharing our knowledge with others.

Whittlesea Historical Society is most appreciative of this funding and acknowledges the
community support provided by Mason Quarter and Whittlesea Bowls Club.

Judy Clements, Events and Fundraising Team.




