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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

At the WHS committee planning meeting in January, some changes were made to the WHS Project Teams. Through 

some amalgamation, we have established four teams: Education, Research and Collections, Events and Fundraising, 

and Publications. As you can imagine, some of these teams carry a heavy workload, and any WHS members who would 

be willing to assist by being on a team for the year, or by helping out with particular projects or activities during the 

year, would be much appreciated. For full details of the Project Teams, please check the WHS website. 

Two new non-committee positions have been created for the 2025 year: we welcome Margaret Mann as Membership 

Coordinator, and Albert Miller as Pioneer Pavilion Coordinator. More details about the Pioneer Pavilion to be made 

available at the first WHS Meeting. 

Once again, meetings will be held on a 3-month rotation in 2025, starting on the 16th of February at 1.30 pm, with a 

WHS Meeting at the Bowls Club. These WHS Meetings will have a new informal format, with a speaker for the first 

hour, and time for sharing historical information or items in the second hour. Please feel free to bring along an 

historical item or some information to share with attendees. This is a good opportunity for sharing of knowledge and 

information relating to the WHS, the local area, or local issues. 

The second month of the rotation will be an event or activity, getting out and about in the district. The third month 

will be a casual lunch get-together, followed by a formal meeting for committee members. The lunch event provides 

an informal opportunity for WHS members to chat with other members and the committee members, to get to know 

each other and to discuss issues and concerns which can be discussed at later meetings. Please check the WHS website 

for further details of the 2025 calendar. 

WHS sadly informs everyone that our long-term Life Member and ex-President Lindsay Mann passed away suddenly 

in November 2024. Lindsays’s knowledge and enthusiasm as a local historian was much valued in the WHS, and we 

acknowledge his enormous contribution to the research of local history over a very long period. A full article about 

Lindsay Mann appeared in our December newsletter and is available on the WHS website. 
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An ex-member of WHS who sadly passed away in January 2025 after several years of ill-health was Elizabeth 

Whitchurch. Elizabeth was a WHS member for a number of years and was of great support to her husband Bruce 

during the year when he was WHS President. 

You will notice a different format for our 2025 newsletter, and we welcome Chris Scull as the new newsletter editor. 

Thanks, Chris! We look forward to some interesting articles in 2025. 

 

Barbara Miller, WHS President 

  

New WHS Members 
 
 
Whittlesea Historical Society would like to welcome Madeleine Heather.  We look forward to your contribution 
towards the society. 
 
 
 
 

Recent Events 
 
 

Beveridge Primary School 150th 

Beveridge Primary School celebrated their 150th anniversary on 20 November 2024.  The WHS were invited to take 
part in this event with Virginia Greenwood, one of the school’s teachers, and Chris Scull helping with a display of 
images, costumes and old-time games.  We were in a room with many class photos from previous years as well as two 
displays featuring a slideshow of old images, one the WHS provided, and another put together by the school.   There 
were a lot of visitors to our room and a lot of former students came to look through the photos on display. 
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Great Bowls of Fire  

The WHS took part in the Great Bowls of Fire Fundraising event at the Whittlesea Bowls Club to help raise funds for 

the Whittlesea Fire Brigade.  Although our team did not place well in the overall event, we all had a great time and got 

to meet and socialize with Whittlesea locals.  The day began at 8.30 with a BBQ breakfast followed by the tournament 

briefing and warm-up.  26 teams of four took part in the event on a hot Whittlesea day that finished around 4pm with 

a silent auction and raffle.  The winning teams were the Silly Old Buggers, the Plum Rollers and the Matadors Bulls 

with $20,000 raised for the WFB. 

 

 

Members of the WHS who took part in the fundraising, our team was the “Whittlesea Hysterical Society.”  Pictured 

are Karen, Barbara, Marian and Chris. 
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Collections & Research Team    
 
 
 
 

Members of the team have been busy adding to our collection over the summer.   One of the new additions to our 
collection is “Centenary History of the Morang South State School 1877-1977”.  The booklet was written by B G Jackson 
with contributions from Patricia Heywood, May Gill, Mr & Mrs C MacKechnie and J McInerny. It can be made available 
to Whittlesea Historical Society members upon request.  There are two maps of old South Morang as well as numerous 
class photographs from 1909 through to 1977 with the names of students provided.  A good history of South Morang 
is also part of the text of the book. 
Many old local newspapers have been digitised and added to our collection, with more being digitised from donations 
by Rob Wuchatsch.   Some of these have been uploaded to our Facebook page if you would like to view them.   
 

    
 
 
 

2025 Dates to remember 
 

16 February 2025 WHS Meeting with Guest Speaker Anne Paul.  Venue: Whittlesea Bowls Club.   
Time: 1.30pm to 4pm 
 

23 March 2025 Glenvale Bus Tour.  Venue: Glenvale.    Meet at Whittlesea Bowls Club. 
 
18-21 April 2025 Easter 
 
27 April 2025  WHS casual lunch.   Venue: Turners Bakehouse in Mernda.  Time: 12pm – 2pm. 
 
For more information, please check your email, Facebook or our website. 
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A Hot Time in the new Shire of Whittlesea by Lindsay Mann    

 

(An article from our former President, the late Lindsay Mann from the Town Crier, February 2002.) 

The first meeting of the newly gazetted Shire of Whittlesea was held at the Whittlesea Courthouse (the same 
landmark building that today is venue to the information centre), on Wednesday 20 January 1875.  The 
boundaries and historical make-up of the new shire are too complicated to be easily explained so suffice to 
say it was formed out of what was known as the Whittlesea Road District and the old Upper Plenty or Morang 
Road District.  The new shire was not as big as the City of Whittlesea that we know today.  While it contained 
territory as fear east as the Arthurs Creek, it did not cross the Darebin Creek in the west.  The land on both 
sides of that creek did not became a single shire until the Whittlesea municipality amalgamated with the 
Shire of Epping in 1915.  At which time the Shire of Epping ceased to exist, and the new larger municipality 
came into being under the banner of the Shire of Whittlesea. 

Going back to the first meeting of the shire in 1875: the inaugural president was Councillor William Reid, JP., 
of “Hazel Glen,” Arthurs Creek.  The secretary was Mr James Ryan, of Yan Yean, who was also the rate 
collector, valuer, and collector of agricultural statistics.  The surveyor and treasurer was Mr William Henry 
Lockwood, of Whittlesea.  And the pound keeper was Mr Joseph Hutchinson, of South Morang.  It was 
decided that future meetings would be held at the Picnic Hotel, Reservoir Road, Yan Yean, below the 
Reservoir gates. 

                      

           Councillors at the Picnic Hotel in Yan Yean about 1895.  Image courtesy of the City of Whittlesea. 

It may be of interest to know what the weather was like in the week of the inauguration.  The five days 
between Monday, 18 and Friday, 22 January were the hottest, to that time, recorded in Melbourne.  On both 
the Wednesday and Thursday the thermometer reached 40 degrees Celsius. 

On Wednesday, as the Shire Council met for the first time, bush fires were raging in the Plenty Ranges to the 
north of Whittlesea.  The following day the flames roared into the Plenty Valley causing great damage to 
fencing and threatening homesteads.  However, due to the well organised and determined efforts of the 
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settlers, no homes were lost.  A correspondent to the Argus stated: ‘So fierce was the fire raging that the 
Plenty district appeared, at one time, to be one mass of flames.’ 

So, the fire’s fury continued, till on the Friday afternoon, a cool change arrived.  The wind turned round to 
the southwest, and the fire back onto itself.  With the aid of some light showers of rain, the exhausted 
settlers were able to gain the upper hand, and, at last, put an end to the threat. 

 
 

The Epping Murder by CJ Scull 
 
Epping was first surveyed in 1839, and by 1853 the village had started taking shape, with a hotel and a 
Catholic school among the first buildings. A few years later in 1857 the post office opened, and the 
following year the Epping Roads Board was established.   

Into this environment came the Burke family from County Galway in Ireland.  Consisting of two brothers and 
their wives and children, the more successful of the brothers was Patrick Burke who operated the Travellers 
Home Hotel located between Epping and Wollert.  It was one of two hotels operating, the other being the 
Epping Hotel, also known as Keating’s Hotel. 

 

The former Travellers Home Hotel on Epping Road, as it was in 1990.  It was then known as the Hay’s Homestead after former owners.  It was 
demolished in 2003.   A tent a short walk from the rear of the property was the scene of the crime. 

Bartholomew Burke was Patrick’s brother.  Known as Bartley, he was born in 1821 and arrived in Victoria 
with Patrick when he was about 20 years old.  He was about 5 feet 7 ½ or 8 inches with a medium build, dark 
complexion, hair, whiskers and moustache.  He was a soldier in H. M. 40th Regiment at Melbourne, acting as 
an officer’s servant.  After being discharged in 1857 he lived with his wife at Gisborne or Kyneton, then at 
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Kew.  He worked as a labourer contracted to several different men.  He later worked as a stone breaker near 
the Plough Inn on Plenty Road.    

In 1858 Bartholomew was living in a tent at the rear of the Travellers Home Hotel with his wife and their 
three children.  Both appeared to be heavy drinkers as indicated by witnesses in the 1864 inquest that 
brought their story to light.  On or around the 9th of September Bartholomew struck Mary with a heavy blow 
to the head and buried her in a shallow grave at the location of his tent.  The children had been living with 
their aunt and uncle in the hotel, his elder daughter Elizabeth being around 12 years old at the time.  
Bartholomew told friends and neighbours that his wife had gone to Sydney to visit friends. 

It was not until early 1864 that information was supplied to the police stating that the disappearance was 
the result of murder, and the location of her body.  Inspector Ryall was sent to Epping to investigate, and 
Mary’s body was found. 

In early February 1864 Patrick Burke and his son Martin were both suspected of being involved in the murder 
and were brought up on charges of being accessories after the fact.  An inquest on the remains was then 
held at the Peacock Hotel in Northcote, with many Epping residents being called to give evidence. 

The inquest was widely report on in the various Victorian and interstate papers, with long quotes from the 
local witnesses to events.  Among those who were called to give evidence were John Cockhill from 
Melbourne, Epping residents William Sweetingham, a shoemaker, his wife Julia, Eneas Tulloch, landlord of 
the Epping Hotel, Catherine Maher of Lancefield, Edward Ryall, sub-inspector of police, stationed at 
Richmond and John McAdam, MD who gave a lengthy account of the state of the remains of Mary Burke. 

On 26th February 1864 a verdict of wilful murder was returned against Bartholomew Burke and a reward of 
one hundred pounds was offered for information leading to his apprehension and conviction.  Although the 
murder was reported far and wide across Australia and even in New Zealand, Bartholomew remained at 
large and was never apprehended.   

 

The venue of the inquest was the Peacock Hotel in Northcote, seen here in a 1980 photo care of Darebin Heritage. 
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Patrick and Martin Burke were discharged after several weeks in prison with no evidence being produced at 
the inquest that would incriminate them.  Martin died at Brunswick in 1875 of congestion of the liver, aged 
26.  Patrick was admitted to the Yarra Bend Asylum in 1872 suffering from dementia and died there in 1881.   

A headstone for Martin and Patrick can be found at the Epping Cemetery, with Patrick’s wife Sarah also likely 
buried at the same plot after her death in 1874. 

The Traveller’s Home Hotel was one of the oldest timber hotels in Victoria when it was demolished in 2003.  
At the time it was referred to as Hay’s Homestead after the property owners. 

Information taken from WHS Newsletter #28 article by John Waghorn, as well as various newspapers via Trove and the Police 
Gazette 3 March 1864. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate the generous support shown to us by the Whittlesea Bowls Club in the use of their facilities in our 
events.  Our thanks go out to the management team and staff. 


