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Committee 

The members of the committee have worked hard this year to provide interesting activities, good governance and a 

fresh perspective to the WHS. Thanks to each committee member for their enthusiastic and hard-working approach. 

I would like to thank Ross Mugavin as Vice President for his support in both words and actions throughout the year. 

Special thanks go to our Treasurer of the last 12 years, Margaret Mann, as she will be retiring from her position and 

from the committee as of this 2024 AGM. Margaret has been constant in her efforts to keep the accounts of the 

WHS in good order, and has used her experience as a bookkeeper in the Mann business to do so in a professional 

and exacting manner. She has been willing to adapt to new financial rules and regulations, and ways of working. It’s 

been a pleasure to work with Margaret on the committee, and WHS thanks her for her valued contribution. 

Margaret intends to continue as a member of the WHS, and we look forward to welcoming her to many more 

activities. 

 

WHS Collection 

In December 2024, the WHS collection was moved to a storeroom at the Showgrounds, due to WHS being unwilling 

to pay the cost to remain in the Church of England office area. Due to the possibility of dampness in the 

Showgrounds storage area over the winter months, the decision was made at the end of May to move our collection 

back to the C of E. Negotiations with church officials resulted in an agreed price for one years’ storage, with no 

access for a workspace. The cost of this storage means that we need to continue to seek a new area to store the 

collection. Thanks are extended to the Agricultural Society for the use of a storage area for the period of 7 months at 

no cost, for which we are grateful.  

 

Activities  

Activities were organised for WHS members in March (Yan Yean bus tour), June (kitchen 

memories at Carome Homestead), July (RHSV), and September (SLV). At each of these 

events, the general public was invited to join in. In March, WHS joined with Friends of 

Tourrourong for an historical display at the Yan Yean 170th anniversary. WHS presented 

events at the Whittlesea Library in August for Family History Month and in October for 

Local History Month. Especially valuable was the opportunity to chat with others in a 

social setting. Several of these activities resulted in new members signing up to the WHS. 

Partnership with groups such as the Friends of Tourrourong, Arthur’s Creek Hall, and the 

Yarra Plenty Regional Library proved valuable. Our thanks go to those members who 
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organised these events for the benefit and enjoyment of WHS members and guests, and to the volunteers and 

presenters on the day. 

 

Guest speakers 

Guest speakers were invited to speak at each of the WHS General Meetings, in February (Dawn Allen), May (Peter 

and Julie Nankervis), and August (Rob Wuchatsch). Valuable information was imparted, and each presentation was 

much appreciated by WHS members and guests. Our meetings this year have been held in historic buildings around 

the City of Whittlesea, supporting various businesses and educating members about the history of the area. 

 

Fundraising 

The inaugural WHS calendar was produced at the end of November 2023, in a limited edition of 50. It sold out 

quickly before Christmas through a sales drive to members and in Whittlesea at the IGA, and raised a profit of 

approximately $300. The main fundraising effort this year was at the 

Diamond Creek Tram Café. For three days work, $1400 was earned by our 

volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of the Whittlesea Men’s Shed, who 

shared the profits of a Bunnings sausage sizzle in return for WHS volunteers 

assisting, we earned another $750. There was also a raffle at the June event, 

with donated prizes from local businesses, which earned approx. $100. The 

bus tour in March raised funds by charging non-members a small fee to 

attend. At the Yan Yean event in March, $300 was deposited in the WHS 

donation box, which was shared with the Friends of Tourrourong, who 

organised the event. The raising of these funds through the year has allowed 

WHS to fund several activities, including buying promotional materials for the Whittlesea Show and subsidising 

members at some events.  A number of generous donations, totalling $580, were made to WHS throughout the year 

and upon payment of membership dues. We extend our thanks to the volunteers and donors who made this 

fundraising possible. Application to the Whittlesea Bowls Club Community Grants program resulted in the amount of 

$1000 being granted for the purchase of 3 table covers and 2 teardrop flags. These have had good use at several 

events, and will promote our group at the Whittlesea Show in November. 

 

Membership 

Membership has climbed steadily this year. At the AGM last year, our membership stood at 38, and this year it has 

reached 64. Inviting the public to our activities has proven to be valuable, with a number of new members signing up 

on the day, or in order to attend an activity. Our Facebook page is also proving to be a valuable source of attracting 

new members. A membership form has been developed and is available on the WHS website. 

 

Team Leaders  

Seven project teams were established at the first committee meeting of the year, and the Team Leaders who were 

chosen are:  

IT Management/Facebook: Chris Scull 

Events: Ross Mugavin 

Grants: Judy Clements 

Collections: Barbara Miller 

Research: Daniel Giddens 

Education: Virginia Greenwood 

Publications and Website: Karen Wilson 

There is considerable interaction and co-operation between the teams, with Team Leaders supporting each other in 

their work. Many thanks go to these Team Leaders for their enthusiasm and hard work throughout this busy year.  

A very special mention goes to Karen Wilson, who has operated at a high skill level in the Publications position, as 

well as carrying the considerable responsibilities of WHS Secretary. Karen has been instrumental in producing a new 

WHS brochure, numerous WHS forms, new letterheads and logos, and new information display posters, as well as 

the supporting digital displays for several events. With Karen’s drive and enthusiasm, considerable change and 

improvement has been possible this year. The website has had a complete makeover, and is accessible and 
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constantly updated. New areas of the website have been established, including a members-only section of valuable 

digitised information. The production of the WHS calendar in December 2023 and in September 2024 has been a 

great success, with input from all committee members, but the bulk of the work was done by Karen.  

Another Team Leader who deserves special mention is Daniel Giddens, who brings his knowledge and skills through 

working as a librarian at the State Library of Victoria to bear on his work for WHS. Research enquiries have been 

handled in a thoroughly professional and efficient way, reflecting positively on WHS. 

WHS Team Leader Chris Scull has established the WHS Facebook page as an active and interesting site, which has 

gained 798 followers this year. At least three new posts each day, on a wide variety of topics, have kept followers 

informed about and interested in the history of the City of Whittlesea, have advertised WHS events, and encouraged 

a number of new members to join WHS. Chris has also assisted in the production of digital displays for several 

events. 

Thanks go to all Team Leaders for their input and enthusiasm this year. 

 

Workshops 

The Committee and Team Leaders have had the opportunity to attend workshops offered by the Nillumbik Council 

(Building a Funding Plan) and the Whittlesea Council (Good Governance), which have improved our base knowledge 

and will form the foundation of future decision making.  

Activities such as the RHSV tour and the SLV tour increased members’ knowledge of history in general and family 

history specifically. 

Speakers at WHS meetings are chosen for their ability to inform and educate members. In February, we learned 

much from our WHS member, Dawn Allen, about what it was like to work in a remote location in a healthcare 

setting, and the history of Tennant Creek. In May at Arthur’s Creek, Peter Nankervis spoke about the history of 

Mechanics’ Institutes, and Julie Nankervis spoke about publishing your family history. In August, WHS ex-President 

Rob Wuchatsch spoke about the history of the Westgarthtown precinct in Thomastown, and provided a tour of the 

Lutheran church and the cemetery. WHS greatly appreciates the presentations of these speakers.  

 

Whittlesea Show display 

30 new display posters have been developed this year, with information 

about historic buildings in the City of Whittlesea being featured in 

updated format. Our thanks go to Karen Wilson for the time taken and 

skills used in producing these new information posters. Thanks also to 

Albert Miller for the new format table stands which will be used for the 

first time at the Show in November.  

 

Partnership 

Contact has been made and maintained with various groups in the area. 

Membership and attendance at Yarra Plenty Heritage Group meetings has provided the opportunity to hear about 

and discuss issues common to many historical societies, and to share knowledge. Contact has been made with 

various local groups regarding ways of working together for common goals. Talks are ongoing with the Whittlesea 

Courthouse Association, the Agricultural Society, Yarra Plenty Regional Library, U3A, Friends of Tourrourong, various 

departments of the City of Whittlesea Council, Whittlesea District Tennis Association, Kinglake Historical Society, 

Whittlesea Senior Citizens, Town Crier, and Whittlesea Review. The publicity generated through the articles 

published in the Town Crier and the Whittlesea Review has been beneficial in keeping the WHS profile active in the 

community. 

 

Summary 

It’s been a very busy year, with many benefits to members through WHS activities and publications. Our growing 

membership is a positive indicator of a strong and healthy group. 

 

Barbara Miller, President 
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Lindsay Mann 
 
It is with regret that Whittlesea Historical Society (WHS) inform you that our former President Lindsay 
Mann passed away on Sunday the 3rd of November. After a busy weekend, visiting the Whittlesea Show on 
Saturday and attending church on Sunday, Lindsay passed away quietly with his wife Margaret and their 
sons by him.  
 
Lindsay was a Life Member of the Whittlesea Historical Society, a dedicated local historian, and the author 
of a number of books including the history of the Arthur’s Creek cemetery, and The Plenty Bushrangers of 
1842. He wrote many articles for the Town Crier, the WHS newsletter, journals and other publications. He 
also had a program on a community radio station located in Yarrambat. As is often the case with those who 
work hard in volunteer organisations, Lindsay had the full 
support of his partner. Margaret and Lindsay were a loyal 
team, with Margaret in full support of Lindsay’s 
endeavours and always there to support and encourage. 
Later, Margaret became the WHS Treasurer, which was a 
responsible job using the skills that she had learned as a 
bookkeeper in the Mann family business. 
 
Lindsay grew up in Yan Yean on the property ‘She Oak’, 
and was a descendant of the pioneer Mann family of 
‘Carseburn’ in Strathewen. We offer our condolences on 
behalf of all members of WHS to all of the Mann family. 
Lindsay had a long-time interest in the history of the Yan 
Yean cemetery, and was working on a book on this topic 
at the time of his death. He was a great supporter of the 
Yarra Plenty Regional Library, participating in panel 
meetings, cemetery tours, and donating several items for 
the YPRL/City of Whittlesea ‘Preserving the Past’ project. 
 
A project of importance to Lindsay was to gain 
recognition for Robert Garrick Wilson, a Whittlesea 
resident who contributed considerably to the Australian war effort for World War One. An article on this 
history is to be found on Wikinorthia. Margaret and Lindsay travelled to Canberra to press the case for 
recognition of the generosity of R G Wilson. Success with this project resulted in a memorial being installed 
in conjunction with the Whittlesea RSL at the soldier statue memorial at the southern end of Church St, 
Whittlesea. Lindsay was also a driving force behind the 1994 installation of a plaque at the Hazelglen 
cemetery (which became the Arthur’s Creek cemetery) to commemorate 150 years of continuous 
occupation by the Reid family. 
 
Lindsay served a record term of 18 years as president of the WHS, from February 1991 to 2008, taking over 
from Rob Wuchatsch.  During his time as President, members remember the diverse activities that were 
organised, and the friendships that were made. Rob has happy memories of his friendship with Lindsay, 
and in particular Lindsay’s dry sense of humour. Ross Mugavin remembers Lindsay as knowledgeable and 
helpful in any requests for assistance with gathering information, recording and educating on the history of 
numerous heritage properties and archaeological sites in Ross’s time as a Park Ranger at Plenty Gorge 
Park. 
 
Lindsay’s knowledge and passion for history were renowned. He continued to serve the WHS and attend 
meetings and activities. He was at the AGM a week before and was with us at the Whittlesea Show on 
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Saturday with Margaret. Visitors to the WHS display at the Show were pleased to find time to chat with 
Lindsay, and one lucky visitor had their purchase of the Bushrangers book personally signed. 
 
Lindsay’s knowledge of the City of Whittlesea was extensive, and he had many stories of local people and 
places. The WHS 2025 calendar has used an image on the front cover which includes Lindsay’s mother and 
grandmother. He was very pleased to have his family acknowledged in this way. His sister Isabel 
predeceased Lindsay, and his sister Heather is also a member of the WHS.  We considered him our WHS 
‘patriarch’ and will miss him dearly and remember him fondly. 
 
WHS acknowledges contributions to this tribute from Chris Scull, Virginia Greenwood, Judy Clements, Ross 
Mugavin, Rob Wuchatsch and Liz Pidgeon, with photos from the Yarra Plenty Regional Library collection. 
 

 
The Mann family would like to thank our WHS friends for their phone calls, cards, beautiful flowers, and support at 

Lindsay's funeral on 3 November. 

He had a real love of history and his legacy as an author will live on in the many stories and poems that he 

wrote.   He will be sadly missed. 

Margaret Mann 
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Shearing at She Oak by Lindsay Mann 
 
 

 

The weather-boards were sagging, 
Unpainted, dull and grey, 

The roofing iron was rusting, 
One sheet had blown away. 

To the eye of a casual stranger, 
This old shed had seen its day. 

 
Inside the air was warming, 
You could smell the lanolin. 

With its drive belt slightly slipping, 
The “blackstone’ drove the machine, 

While men over dumb sheep working,  
Made up the pastoral scene. 

 
One man sheared the hind legs and belly, 
Then dropped down low and held it tight, 

While he made his long blows slowly, 
So the fleece of golden white, 

Rolled down like a blanket, 
To hide his feel from sight. 

 
He stopping the hand-piece buzzing, 

By tugging the cord at his side, 
And sent that sheared sheep skidding, 

Down the angled exit side. 
Then, with a pause to mark his tally, 

To holding pen he’d stride. 
 

Their ‘roustabout’ was young and lean, 
He had to run as sheep were done, 

To sweep the ‘shearing board’ clean. 
He worked with speed to beat the ‘gun’, 

Then, with a cheek and a silly grin, 
Threw a ‘dag’ at the boss’ son. 

 
The ‘classer’ tossed the greasy fleece, 

Upon the table where it lay. 
He skirted, then removed a piece, 

to measure and to grade, then folded, 
rolled and bundled it, 

into a bin marked ‘triple A’. 
 

The team no longer calls these days, 
no more yards with sheep to fill, 

but there it stands in dust and haze, 
alive in my memory still, 

that shearing shed that one time stood, 
at the foot of ‘She Oak” hill 

 
Copyright 1998 



pg. 7                    Whittlesea Historical Society Newsletter    December 2024 

 

WHS General 

We wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year. We are excited to announce that 2025 will 

be filled with new events and activities for the 

Whittlesea Historical Society. Stay tuned for updates! 


