BOURNEFIELD STUD (1856-64)

By Rob Wuchatsch

The Bournefield Stud, owned and operated by Edward Row and Hector Norman Simson,
was located at Woodstock, 30 kilometres north of Melbourne in today’s City of Whittlesea.
It was one of the first thoroughbred breeding studs established in Australia along business
lines and was stocked with high class mares served by leading stallions. Unfortunately,
Bournefield made losses rather than profits and its greatest product - the colt Fireworks, by
English imports Kelpie and Gaslight - left Bournefield in utero in 1864 on the stud’s
dispersal and was foaled at Hurtle Fisher’s famous Maribyrnong Stud.

Edward Row

Bournefield Stud (sometimes spelt Bournfield) was established by Edward Row (1819-1899)
in the winter of 1856 on 425 acres of stony, redgum covered farmland in Mason’s Lane,
Woodstock. Row, the son of an English fellmonger and wool stapler, came from Bourne in
Lincolnshire and arrived in Australia during the late 1840s. Edward, his wife Catherine and
several children lived at Richmond, an inner Melbourne suburb, where until October 1852, he
operated a fellmongering business with James Thompson.

In July 1853, having gained an auctioneer’s licence, Edward Row formed a partnership with
Richard Goldsbrough known as E. Row and Co. In 1855 they were joined by George Kirk,
who had previously operated a tannery in Melbourne. The company, managed by Row and
Kirk with Goldsbrough as a silent partner, acted as auctioneers at Goldsbrough’s wool sales
and also ran a very successful stock and station agency. In 1860 the name was changed to
Row, Kirk and Co and the partnership continued until 1863.

Edward’s brother, Frederick Row, who lived at Collingwood and operated a fellmongery
business there, was also interested in horses and horse racing. In 1858, Frederick purchased
424 acres of land in today’s outer Melbourne suburb of Rowville and established Stamford
Park, which also became a notable stud. The name Rowville commemorates the Row family.

Simson and Row

Edward Row’s infant stud was enlarged in 1857 when he joined forces with Hector Norman
Simson, a fellow racing and breeding enthusiast, to operate Bournefield as a partnership. Row
and Simson were foundation committee members in 1856 of the Victorian Jockey Club
(VIC), along with Goldsbrough and Kirk.

Simson and Row’s Bournefield partnership arose out of a dispute over the purchase of
Calliope, a daughter of the famous New South Wales mare Cassandra. As luck had it, Simson
bought her from the owner on the same day his agent sold her to Row. As both breeders were
anxious to retain her, they agreed not only on joint ownership of Calliope but also to merge
their studs, putting all their mares together at Bournefield. While Row had more mares than
Simson, the latter’s were better bred.



Hector Norman Simson

Simson (c.1820-1880) had arrived in New South Wales from the Isle of Islay in Scotland in
1836 and been a pastoralist at Charlotte Plains Station near Maryborough in Victoria since
1841. He had long experience in colonial horse breeding, having shortly after arrival in
Australia acquired the thoroughbred mare Moss Rose, which he brought with him when he
overlanded from New South Wales. He later purchased the imported Irish stallion Romeo in
Melbourne. One of their first progeny was the 1843 filly Wilhelmina, who although she did
not race herself was the dam of several good performers, the best of whom were Jeanette,
Balloon and Flying Buck.

Bournefield’s Mares

The mares Simson brought to Bournefield in October 1857 consisted of three sisters -
Wilhelmina, Rosebud and Pretty Minnie; Wilhelmina’s two daughters Flying Doe and
Madame Carandini; Maid of the Mist; and Maid of Judah. Flying Doe (The Premier-
Wilhelmina) won the 1856 Victorian Turf Club ((VTC) Derby and 1857 VJC St Leger. An
imported English mare Dolly (Hetman-Platoff) was also brought from Charlotte Plains. Prior
to their arrival, several mares had foaled and two youngsters, the colt Buzzard and filly Annot
Lyle, accompanied their dams.

Buzzard (Warhawk-Rosebud) later won the 1859 VJC Derby. Another of Simson’s yearlings,
the colt Flying Buck (Romulus or Warhawk-Wilhelmina), remained at Charlotte Plains with
his owner William Cross Yuille, who leased that property when Simson moved to Tatong
near Benalla in 1858. Flying Buck went on to win the first Australasian Champion Stakes in
1859 and VJC St Leger in 1860.

Row’s mares included Betsy Bedlam; Crazy Jane; Creeping Jane and her three daughters
Widow’s Pet, The Creeper and Wee Pet; Rose of May; Enchantress; May Queen; Curiosity;
Hipped Bessy; Pastille; and Rosa Bonheur.

Additional stock was purchased in Australia and England. Initial acquisitions were the
imported Minette; and Miss Louey and Maid of the Mill; all purchased from Sydney. The
whole of the Icely Stud at Carcoar in New South Wales was acquired for £4,000, but only the
mares Furbelow and Fantome retained, other stock being gradually sold off. Still further
additions were the Tasmanian mare Saucy Kate; the imported My Mary Ann; Flight; and
Romp.

However, the most significant acquisition was the English mare Gaslight. Other Bournefield
imports were Sicilia, Granawheile and Isabel, purchased between 1857 and 1860.

Drafts of mares were also disposed of. In July 1858 Maid of Judah and May Queen were sold
and in 1860 Creeping Jane, Widow’s Pet, Enchantress, Wee Pet, Rose Bonheur, Saucy Kate,
Furbelow and Fantome. Others, such as Dolly, died. Later losses included Flight, Rosebud,
Maid of the Mist and Isabel.

Gaslight

Gaslight, a mare by Sir Hercules-Factory Girl, was bred in England in 1850 by Sidney
Herbert. Not a success on the turf, Gaslight was purchased there in 1857 for £80 for Simson



by his friend and fellow Scot, William Yuille, then in England. Although Gaslight had an
inauspicious start to her stud career, casting her first foal during the voyage to Australia;
missing to Warhawk and Conrad in her first two seasons at Bournefield; then losing her first
Australian born foal, by Dolo or Warhawk, as a foal, she went on to become a landmark of the
Victorian Stud Book. It was said of her that she could ‘breed a racehorse to a Timor pony’.

After producing two further foals, including the Warhawk filly Illumination, winner of the
1864 VRC Oaks Stakes and 1865 VRC St Leger, Gaslight was sold at the Bournefield
dispersal in 1864 to Hurtle Fisher for 120 guineas. At the time she was in foal to Kelpie.
Following the birth of the colt Fireworks at Fisher’s Maribyrnong Stud in late 1864, she
produced another foal there - Gasworks, by Fisherman — whose later victories included the
1869 VRC Australian Cup, St Leger and Town Plate.

At the Maribymong dispersal in 1866, Gaslight was sold to William Pearson of Kilmany
Park, Gippsland for 420 guineas. She was then in foal with Lamplighter, by Ferryman, born
subsequently at Kilmany Park. Lamplighter was also successful on the turf, winning the 1869
AJC Champagne Stakes and VRC Ascot Vale Stakes and 1870 VRC St Leger.

Gaslight’s later foalings included the fillies Retort and Gasoline, by Vagabond, but both fell
victim to osteoporosis. Gaslight died at Kilmany Park in 1877 aged twenty-seven.

Sicilia, Granawheile and Isabel

Sicilia, by Andover-Hybia, was bred in England in 1857 by a Mr Cookson. Imported by
Simson and Row, she arrived in Melbourne in March 1859 with the stallion Kelpie. In June
she was reported to be in training at Sam Holmes’ stables at Prahran. Stinted to Kelpie, Sicilia
was sold in 1864 to Mr Morley, for 290 guineas. By August 1866 she was owned by Mr
Carrick and in foal at Flemington to Warhawk. Details of her foalings are not known.

Granawheile, by Stockwell-Kathleen, was bred by Lord Londesborough in 1858 and imported
in January 1860 with Isabel. She was apparently a smaller than average mare and her stock
were said to take after her. She missed to Warhawk in 1861, but produced a daughter
Kathleen, by Warhawk in 1862. Granawheile was sold in 1864, with a colt foal to Kelpie at
foot. She was stinted to Kelpie when purchased by her new owner Mr Grassie of Swan Hill
and subsequently gave birth to a filly.

Isabel, by West Australian-Dardania, was bred in England in 1858 by Mr Dawson. She is
known to have missed to Warhawk in 1862 and died in October 1863.

Bournefield’s Sires

Simson and Row had four main sires during their breeding partnership — Conrad, Warhawk,
Dolo and Kelpie — the last named being Bournefield’s greatest.

Conrad

The first sire advertised to stand at Bournefield was Conrad, by Camel-Daisy, by Middleton,
bred in England by Mr Solly in 1843 and imported in 1847. Row purchased him from
Tasmania in 1856. His stud fee at Bournefield in October 1857 was seven guineas. Later that
month he was transferred to Charlotte Plains, in lieu of Warhawk, who was moved to



Bournefield. In 1858, Conrad stood at Tirhatuan near Dandenong, presumably on lease. By
1859 he was owned by Mr Argyle, who took him to Durham Ox in northern Victoria, where
he died in 1860.

Warhawk

Warhawk, by Epirus-Valentine, was brought to Bournefield from Charlotte Plains in October
1857. He also stood at Bournefield during the 1858 season. Bred in England by Mr Bouverie
in 1848, he was imported by Simson in 1854, having been selected for him at Northampton by
William Yuille. Injured as a yearling he never raced.

In 1859 Warhawk stood with Dolo at Gardiner and Fletcher’s old head station at
Mooroolbark, probably on lease, but was recalled to Bournefield in 1860 and advertised to
stand at fifteen guineas. His return to favour followed the successes of his racing sons Flying
Buck and Buzzard. He stood at Bournefield again in 1861 but in 1862 was sent to Henry
Chalk’s property at Carisbrook where he stood for six guineas. His relegation to the country
followed poor public acceptance of his stock at the Bournefield yearling sale in March 1862.

Warhawk remained at Carisbrook for the 1863 and 1864 stud seasons. He was sold in March
1865 to George Kirk for £500 and stood at Basil Gray’s Pascoe Vale Stud that year, but was
advertised for sale in December 1865 and stood at Carisbrook again in 1866. He spent his last
few years at Mr Winter’s Station on the Wannon, where he died in 1872. After his death it
was said ‘Few of his stock were beauties to look at, but they all possessed marvellous
propelling power, with great freedom in front’. His best remembered winners were Flying
Buck, Buzzard, Camden, Frolic, Illumination and Kestrel.

Dolo

Determined to make the Bournefield Stud ‘as near perfection as possible’ Simson and Row
made two further stallion acquisitions in March 1859. The first was the English sire Dolo, by
Galewood-Lady, purchased in Melbourne for £600. Dolo, bred by Lord Eglinton in 1843, had
originally been imported to Australia in about 1848. By the time Simson and Row acquired
him, he had sired winners such as Rose of May, Cardinal Wiseman, Limerick Lass, Quiz the
Wind and Flatcatcher.

Dolo stood at Mooroolbark during the 1859 season. In January 1860 Simson and Row
advertised Dolo for sale but he did not sell. He was offered again in August 1860 and is
believed to have been disposed of soon after. Although his daughter Flying Colours won the
1860 VJC Derby, Dolo was no longer considered a fashionable sire.

In 1865, aged twenty-two, Dolo was brought out of retirement at Wangaratta to serve young
mares at Rawden Greene’s Woodlands Stud, near Melbourne. Later that year he was sold to
Mr Redforth for £40.

Kelpie

The second stallion to arrive in March 1859 and ultimately the most significant of
Bournefield’s sires was Kelpie, by Wetherbit-Child of the Mist, by St Francis. Bred in 1855
by Mr W. E. Brockett, he was purchased in England for Simson and Row for 250 guineas by
a former colonist named Philpott. Kelpie was described on arrival as:



a bright chestnut, about 16 hands 1 inch...His general appearance is that of a slashing, raking
goer; his limbs are very large and well shaped; he stands over a great deal of ground; his
gaskins and fore-arms are immense, while his light and airy-looking head and neck, and fine
large barrel, give him a very commanding and aristocratic appearance...I believe his services
will be, to a limited extent, at the use of the public. He will be a very useful addition to our
colonial stud horses...If Kelpie, after running to a head against Fisherman and Saunterer, the
acknowledged best horses in England, cannot produce stock to defeat our present boasted bush
racers, | for one say give up importing high class animals, and go back to the time of Buckley
and all other cocktails, and rest satisfied with a lot of scrubbers to furnish us sport.

In September 1859, Kelpie was advertised to stand at Bournefield at ten guineas per mare,
Dolo and Warhawk having been relegated to Mooroolbark. However the racing success of
Warhawk’s sons Flying Buck and Buzzard caused Simson and Row to recall Warhawk to
Bournefield for the 1860 stud season and they decided to sell Kelpie and Dolo. Although
offered for positive sale in September 1860, Kelpie was apparently not sold and advertised to
stand at Craigieburn, near Bournefield, for eight guineas.

Kelpie was reinstated as leading sire at Bournefield in 1862, following Warhawk’s removal to
Carisbrook. Kelpie’s stud fee was six guineas in 1862 and eight guineas in 1863. In May
1864, just prior to the break up of the Bournefield Stud, Kelpie was described by an Argus
reporter as having:

Now grown into a very handsome horse, and shows good form, combined with great power;
his legs are perfectly fine, and his carcase altogether without blemish...has, of course, yet to
make himself a name in the Victorian stud, his stock being at present too young to do anything
for his reputation; but if blood and pedigree can offer any guarantee of quality and stoutness, a
son of the game old Wetherbit-Child of the Mist, by St. Francis-Taurina, by Taurus ought to
be well worth a trial.

Kelpie was sold at the Bournefield dispersal in May 1864 for 520 guineas to Mr. J. C. Burt,
who purchased him on behalf of the Messrs. Wyndham of Bukkulla, New South Wales. Had
Kelpie never served another mare, his reputation would have been secure, for Gaslight was
already carrying a foal which would ensure both their names became landmarks in the
Australian Stud Book — the colt Fireworks.

Kelpie served many mares in New South Wales and sired many more winners, although none
as successful as Fireworks. In 1867 he was sold to Mr T.H. Smith, but he stood mainly at
Frank Reynolds’ Tocal Stud near Maitland. His other winners include Atalanta, Jack
O’Lantern, Jessie, Josephine, Mentmore, Mirabeau, Newbold, Secundus, The Gem, Tom
Brown, Trump Card, Wallangra and Warlock. His progeny were said to be ‘noted for their
soundness, staying power, and generally cast iron constitutions’. Kelpie died at Tocal in 1882
aged twenty-seven.

Fireworks

Fireworks, foaled at Maribyrnong late in 1864 after Gaslight had been sold to Hurtle Fisher at
the Bournefield break up, was a great racehorse and high class sire. His wins included the
1867 AJC Champagne Stakes and Derby, 1867 and 1868 VRC Derbies, 1868 Champion
Race, TTC Launceston Cup, VRC St Leger and AJC All-Aged Stakes.



Fireworks’ greatest offspring was the colt Goldsbrough, by Sylvia, but other notable progeny
included Rose D’Amour, Lapidist, Robin Hood, Glenormiston, Firstwater and Sardonyx.
Goldsbrough, named after Richard Goldsbrough, was a successful racehorse but an even
greater sire, his progeny including Arsenal, the 1886 VRC Melbourne Cup winner and Melos,
winner of the AJC Derby, St Leger and Randwick Plate and VRC Champion Stakes.
Altogether he sired winners of over 600 races worth £75,000.

Goldsbrough’s major contribution however was as a sire of brood mares, his daughters
producing champion racehorses and sires such as Trenton (Musket-Frailty), Abercorn
(Chester-Cinnamon) and Wallace (Carbine-Melodious). Like his grandfather Kelpie,
Goldsbrough also stood at Tocal, having been purchased in 1876 for 1,600 guineas. Trenton
later sired one of Australia’s greatest race mares - Wakeful, by Insomnia - who in forty-four
races won twenty-five, was second twelve times, third four times and unplaced only three
times. Overweighted at 10 stone for the 1903 VRC Melbourne Cup, she was beaten by three-
quarters-of-a-head by Lord Cardigan, carrying forty-eight pounds less.

Fireworks died prematurely in Victoria of inflammation of the bowels at Mr T. Cummins’
Stony Point Stud in 1878, aged thirteen. Goldsbrough died at Tocal in 1898 aged twenty-
eight.

1858 First Annual Yearling Sale

In October 1857, Bell’s Life in Victoria had reported that Bournefield’s young stock would be
sold annually, ‘similar to the Hampton Court, Willesden, and Rawcliffe yearly sales in the old
country’. In January 1858 the same paper confirmed Simson and Row’s intention:

to hold annual sales of their young stock with their engagements. Such an arrangement will
give everyone an opportunity of procuring stock from the best and most fashionable studs
without the trouble of breeding.

Bournefield’s first yearling sale took place on 28 June 1858, at Kirk’s Bazaar in Bourke
Street, Melbourne, near Row’s city office. Prior to the sale, Bell’s Life in Victoria wrote of the
four yearlings offered:

It is but justice to state that a more promising lot of yearlings has not been offered for sale in
Victoria...Great care has been taken in handling these juveniles, and they are all very tractable
and quiet in the stable.

Sale proceeds totalled 370 guineas. The highest price realised was:

150 guineas, for a fine racing-like filly, two years old on the first of August next, Annot Lyle,
by Warhawk-Maid of the Mist. The filly was bought by Mr. Milrick. The next best price was
80 guineas, for Buzzard, a good looking bay colt, by Warhawk-Rosebud, bought by Mr. A.
Green. Minerva, a brown filly, by Dolo-Melita, the celebrated champion pony mare, bought
65 guineas. She was knocked down to Mr. Cattabeni, and although a very late foal, will, it is
expected, not discredit her parentage. Cockfighter, a black colt by the Old English Gentleman-
Creeping Jane, fetched 75 guineas, and was bought by a breeder in the Western Port district.

1859 Second Annual Yearling Sale



On 4 June 1859, Bell’s Life in Victoria carried an advertisement for Bournefield’s second
annual sale. Eight yearlings and a two-year-old colt were to be offered at Kirk’s Bazaar on 12
July 1859.

Early in July 1859, the same paper commented on Bournefield’s yearlings:

As a whole, they present a most interesting picture, as they stand feeding in a row of open
boxes...we had a stroll through the paddocks, and saw the mares (all of whom appear in foal)
and their produce of this season. The juveniles are very promising and big. We had a look at
Kelpie, who is in splendid condition.

The seven yearlings offered for sale realised £655. Bonny Rose, by Warhawk-Rosebud,
brought £210; Conradi, by Conrad-Crazy Jane, £125; Donation, by Jule-cum-Sneezer-
Widow’s Pet, £85; Norah Merrion, by Union Jack-Norah Creina, £75; Red Rose, by
Warhawk-Maid of the Mist, £65; Falcon, by Warhawk-May Queen, £65; and Mendoza, by
Warhawk-Maid of Judah, £30.

Bonny Rose soon came to be considered the fastest filly bred to that time but was accidentally
killed before she could prove her worth.

Bell’s Life at Bournefield

In March 1860, Bell’s Life in Victoria reported on a visit made to the Bournefield Stud during
the Woodstock Races, held on Bournefield’s training track. This track, one mile around, had
been constructed at a cost of £1,200. The reporter commented:

Through the politeness of Mr E. Row, the proprietor of this admirable stud farm, and the
attention of Mr Johnston, his manager, I was shown over the whole establishment, which
includes (within sight of the pretty garden-environed homestead), a stone building containing
four loose boxes for the sires (Warhawk, Kelpie, and Dolo occupy three of them); a range of
loose boxes for horses in work; a commodious seven-stalled stable, opening into straw yards,
for the yearlings; extensive paddocks, well grassed, for the mares; a training course, ploughed
and seeded down; a large lucerne field for constant summer green stuff, and many other
necessary adjuncts, such as a well of pure water, large boilers for preparing food, chaff cutting
machinery, and residences for the grooms within sound of any stable disturbances. By-the-
bye, all the buildings are thatched with kangaroo grass, a roofing which is peculiarly cool in
summer and warm in winter.

The reporter then went on to describe the yearling colts shortly to be sold at auction. Kept in
stalls made into temporary loose boxes by round rails:

The young “uns are fed on prepared food three times a day, and watered by hand; that each
wears a headstall, and is tied up occasionally; and that in the morning every one is led out in
exercise, whilst in the afternoon they take turns in having a scamper, kick and roll in the straw
yard before their stable.

Camden

The Warhawk yearlings referred to by the reporter were Eagle Hawk, Goshawk, Condor,
Glede Hawk, Eagle’s Plume and Camden. Highest praise went to Camden, by Conrad or
Warhawk out of Calliope, described as:



an exceedingly fine yearling...His proportions are just what a good judge would name in a
racehorse made to order, for they combine the acknowledged attributes of speed and stoutness.
His fine flexible ear, lean head, wide gullett, long rein, deep chest, sloping shoulders, clean
back, hooped ribs, length from hip to hough, large joints, flat cannon-bones, and springy
pasterns all stamp him as the ‘pride of his year’, nor, if he escape accident or ill usage, can |
help forseeing in him one of the best winners of his time.

The reporter’s high opinion of Camden was vindicated during the 1861/62 turf season, when
he won £1,100 from three races as a three-year-old, his victories including the 1861 VJC
Derby and 1862 VJC St Leger.

Camden, repurchased by Simson in 1869, first stood for him at Tatong near Benalla, then
Laceby near Wangaratta. In 1873 Simson sold Camden to Mr. Carne of Lake Victoria, where
he died in 1874 after becoming stuck in mud, having never fully recovered from being pulled
out by bullocks.

1860 Third Annual Yearling Sale

This sale, held on 26 March 1860, realised £922. The top price of £225 was paid for
Eaglehawk, by Warhawk-Wilhelmina. Eagles Plume, by Warhawk-Rosebud, brought £180;
Condor, by Warhawk-Maid of the Mist, £105; Camden, by Conrad or Warhawk-Calliope,
L165; Woodstock, by Warhawk-Enchantress, £50; Goshawk, by Warhawk-Curosity, £47;
Glede Hawk, by Warhawk-Pretty Minnie, £50; and Golden Eagle, by Warhawk-Creeping
Jane, £100.

1861 Fourth Annual Yearling Sale

Bournefield’s fourth annual sale, held at Kirk’s Bazaar on 25 March 1861, carned Simson and
Row £979. They offered twelve yearlings and three other horses. Nine were by Conrad, two
by Abdallah and one each by The Premier, Warhawk, Tranby and Dolo. Bell’s Life in Victoria
observed that:

The yard was crowded with the leading sportsmen of Victoria or their representatives, and as
much excitement was displayed as if the prizes for a valuable lottery were about immediately
to be declared. In fact, this simile is far from inappropriate, for, if the prizes were not
announced on the spot, thanks to the judicious forethought of our principal clubs, handsome
premiums were offered to all purchasers of Messrs. Simson and Row’s yearlings, as these
plucky breeders had nominated all their young stock in the principal events open to two and
three-yr-olds in 1861, *62 and *63.

Eyes were bright, coats sleek, muscles up, and limbs free; nor could we help feeling delighted
at the docility with which the four legged babies allowed themselves to be quietly handled,
and the sudden energy they showed when any tricks were played...the average for the dozen
put up, and which were all sold, reached the high figure of £81, the top sum being £135. This
will compare most favourably with home sales, and is a great encouragement for the future.
The majority, it will be noticed, were got by Conrad, Warhawk having been rather in
disfavour at the time the mares were stinted.

The filly, Wild Rose, purchased by Mr. Chirnside, owes her precedence greatly to the quality
of her dam, Rosebud. Flying Cloud, next in price, and purchased by Mr. Landells of Mr.
Murdoch after the sale, for the Indian market, is out of the dam of Jeanette, Flying Buck, etc;
whilst Bournfield [sic], who went to the same purchaser, is out of Zanga’s dam. Miss Icely, by



Abdallah, also reached the second price, and was our pick of the lot, for beauty, racing points,
and jauntiness; though If, by Warhawk, and close on the same figure, had many approvers of
Mr. Coleman’s choice.

The names and pedigrees of the yearlings sold, eight fillies and four colts, along with their
prices were Wild Rose (Conrad-Rosebud), £135; Flying Cloud (Conrad-Wilhelmina), £126;
Ayxa-la-Horra (Abdallah-Pastille), £50; Sunrise (Conrad-Maid of the Mist), £85; Miss Icely
(Abdallah-Fantome), £126; Bonnie Wee Thing (The Premier-Wee Pet), £52; Rosabelle
(Conrad-Rose Bonheur), £50; Bournfield [sic] (Conrad-Enchantress), £71; Cushla Machree
(Conrad-Minette), £56; Spaewife (Conrad-Hipped Bessy), £51; If (Warhawk-Creeper), £125;
and Operator (Tranby-Curiosity), £52.

1862 Fifth Annual Yearling Sale

The Bournefield Stud’s fifth annual sale was held on 31 March 1862. Nine yearlings were
offered — six fillies and three colts — but the sale was not a great success, realising only £481.
According to Bell’s Life in Victoria:

The Bournfield [sic] lot, despite the just merits of Messrs. Simson and Row’s mares, went off
at rather small rates; and Warhawk, vaunted as he has been by his special party, proved that
the public have little faith in him as a sire...Rose d’Amour, by Warhawk, out of Rosebud,
cannot be passed over without praise, for she has a speedy look about her, and it must not be
forgotten that her full brother Buzzard was one of the fastest horses we ever had. Mr.
McCormick has added her to his string at 100 guineas. Mr. Yuille selected Stratford, by
Kelpie, out of Flight (Tomboy’s dam), as his pick of the bunch, and he is no mean hand at
judging the requisites of a racer. Flying Roe, by Warhawk, out of that...handsome and
favourite mare, Flying Doe, was bought for a Geelong sportsman, and will not be a dear
bargain if present appearances are reliable. Caillin Ruagh goes westward to Mr. H. Phillips;
New Boy is for the Indian market; and the remaining four went at non-remunerative prices.

Prices were as follows. Rose d’Amour £105; Stratford £90; Flying Roe £65; Caillin Ruagh,
by Kelpie-Minette, £61; New Boy, by Dolo or Warhawk-Romp, £50; Perhaps, by Warhawk-
The Creeper, £45; Gertrude, by Warhawk-Maid of the Mill, £25; The Celt, by Dolo-Annot
Lyle, £25; and Undine, by Kelpie-Hipped Bessy, £15.

1863 Sixth Annual Yearling Sale

Bournefield’s sixth annual sale was held at Kirk’s Bazaar on 30 March 1863. Six Warhawk
and four Kelpie colts were offered.

Bell’s Life in Victoria reported on a visit to Bournefield to inspect the young stock to be put
up for sale. Its reporter commented:

The foaling season of *61 was so successful that the Bournfield [sic] Stud will this autumn
bring into the market ten yearling colts, besides five fillies who will be retained in the stud,
although perhaps their turf engagements may be transferred to racing men willing to train
them. We shall not attempt to describe each individual yearling as we saw him hard at work at
the lucerne in the paddocks, but we can conscientiously state that the whole half-score looked
in blooming health, with plenty of size and strength, although not one of them has yet tasted a
feed of oats. Plenty of exercise in the 450 acres which constitute the farm, coupled with an
abundance of green food, have made the yearlings what they are, and the proprietors of the



stud are very sanguine that their colts will do more honour to their home than if they had been
fed up on oats and hay.

Although Simson and Row earned £530 at their 1863 sale, prices for yearlings from all studs,
Bournefield included, were considered poor that year. It was felt that prices paid in previous
years for yearlings from all sources had been too high and:

experience of all recent 3-yr old and 2-yr old events has unfortunately proved that purchasers
were sadly out in their calculations and hopes. The ill-luck which has attended the yearlings,
purchased from time to time at the annual sales, must be the reason for the small prices
realised last Monday. It seems extraordinary, but it is no less a fact, that of the number of
yearlings that have been brought into the market during the past three years, there have been
but two winners of any amount, to wit, Camden and If.

Both Camden and If had been bred at Bournefield. If won the 1863 Great Western Produce
Stakes, easily beating nine other starters.

Prices realised for Bournefield’s yearlings in 1863 were The Stag, by Warhawk-Wilhelmina,
£100; Milesian, by Kelpie-Minette, £35; Roebuck, by Warhawk-Flying Doe, £30; Fumigator,
by Warhawk-Pastille, £50; Neptune, by Kelpie-Rosebud, £50; Tom Parr, by Kelpie-The
Creeper, £45; Lancer, by Warhawk-Miss Louey, £40; Dolphin, by Kelpie-Annot Lyle, £30;
Fish Hawk, by Warhawk-Conradi, £30; and Sparrow Hawk, by Warhawk-Curiosity, £25.

The yearling fillies kept at Bournefield and not offered for sale in 1863 were Illumination, by
Warhawk-Gaslight; Mary Jane, by Warhawk-My Mary Jane; Bonnie Lass, by Warhawk-
Pretty Minnie; Duchess of Argyle, by Warhawk-Maid of Islay; Syren, by Kelpie-Maid of the
Mill; and Anonyma, by Warhawk-The Unknown. These fillies, along with another unnamed
bay filly by Kelpie-Cinderella, were all sold in 1864 as two-year-olds at the Bournefield
breakup.

Sale of the Bournefield Stud

Rumours the Bournefield Stud would be broken up circulated in late 1863 and in January
1864 Bell’s Life in Victoria confirmed it would be dispersed to dissolve Simson and Row’s
partnership. Bell’s noted that amongst Bournefield’s mares ‘are the dams of our most famous
racehorses — mares of undeniable blood and racing quality, and it would be a thousand pities
to see such high class stock leave the colony’.

The sale, the result of financial difficulties experienced by Row, was first set down for 22
March 1864, but then postponed during the turf upheaval which culminated in the formation
that month of the Victoria Racing Club (VRC), out of the remains of troubled rivals the
Victoria Turf Club and Victoria Jockey Club. On 14 May 1864, Bell’s Life in Victoria carried
a long advertisement for the re-scheduled sale of the Bournefield Stud, to take place on 25
May 1864. The Argus of 16 May 1864 carried a report of a visit to Bournefield, its reporter
commenting:

Situated near Woodstock, about eighteen miles from the metropolis, with a made road every
inch of the way, sufficiently distant for all necessary seclusion, yet handy enough for all
business purposes, the 410 acres of rich meadow-land which, with the appurtenances, make up
the Bournefield estate form just such an establishment as an English country gentleman fond
of the cultivation of blood stock would be delighted with. A thoroughly comfortable and
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substantial residence, with large and rich orchards, capital garden, good stabling, and suitable
appointments for a stud-farm on an extensive scale — all of which Bournefield can boast.

As well as describing the stock to be sold, the Argus reporter noted that Petrel, ‘the former
champion of the Victorian turf” was located at Bournefield, ‘here happily lodged, and seems
quite at home with young and old of the horse family, by whom he is surrounded’. Petrel won
the Melbourne Town Plate in 1845, 1846 and 1848 and Geelong Town Plate five times.

The sale was reported in Bell’s Life in Victoria.

The sale of the Bournfield [sic] Stud, last Wednesday, must be regarded as one of the most
important events, as concerning the interests of the Victorian turf, that we have been called
upon to chronicle for some years past. The Bournfield [sic] Stud was an institution that many
a nobleman in England would have been glad to call his own. The mares which it contained
were the pick of the land, assembled in one happy family from all parts of the Australia’s; nor
did the proprietors of the stud cease their labours, when they had ransacked the colonies for
the best racing stock which money could procure; for from England some of her best equine
daughters were sent abroad to augment the Bournfield [sic] Stud.

The report went on to add that when the stud was established, its owners:

Had every reason to believe that the speculation, if not a profitable one, would, at any rate, pay
its own way, more or less. But like most other ventures in this dashing land of change, the
Bournfield [sic] Stud did not, in a pecuniary point of view, come up to expectations; and
although the yearlings from this stud have held their own when opposed to those of rival
establishments, it very soon became manifest that breeding blood-stock was not a paying
game in Victoria. It is not for us, especially now that the stud is broken up, to examine into the
breeding economy at Bournfield [sic]; it is enough for us to be assured that the speculation
was a losing one. Both the proprietors, some time ago, broke up their town establishments,
business matters taking them into the country, so that for many months past the stud-farm has
been managed by an overseer. Our readers do not care, any more than we do, to search further
into the cause of the sale.

The sale, held at Bournefield after a lunch of ‘Good Yorkshire ham and London stout’ which
put the buyers in a ‘genial mood’, was said to have been a successful one. About one hundred
people attended, paying a total of 3,314 guineas for Bournefield’s stallions, mares, two-year-
old fillies, yearlings and foals.

The prices obtained last Wednesday were really surprising, and it speaks volumes for the
future of the Victorian Turf, that, whilst a few men retire from it, good men and true are
always found to take their place...The sale commenced some time before one
o’clock...Kelpie...was speedily run up to 520 guineas...the stallion Warhawk being at present
leased to Mr Chalk, at Carisbrook, was withdrawn; but in his absence his son, Buzzard, was
offered, and speedily found a buyer in Mr. Hayes, of Guichen Bay, who purchased the
conqueror of Flying Buck in that memorable Derby, for 65 guineas. The brood mares
followed; Sicilia...being knocked down for 290 guineas. Such a mare would fetch 500 guineas
in England...Gaslight speedily found a buyer in Mr. Hurtle Fisher, her filly going to Mr.
Goldsbrough. Minette was purchased by Mr. Grassie of Poon Boon, Swan Hill, who bought
My Mary Anne and her colt by Kelpie and also Granawheile. That concluded the imported
mares.

Of the colonial dams, that famous old mare, Wilhelmina, came first, and although she is now
21 years old, she seems good for another dozen at least. No one cared to outbid Mr. H. N.
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Simson for his favourite mare...Calliope followed and this splendid mare fell to Mr. Hurtle
Fisher...her dam Cassandra, was perhaps the greatest mare that New South Wales ever
bred...Another New South Wales mare...Pastille, was sold to Mr. Basil Gray...whilst her
Kelpie filly goes with her sire to the foaling ground of her dam...Maid of the Mist had been in
such agony of late from an injured fetlock, that she was shot the morning of the
sale...Madame Carandini...was sold to Mr. Morley; and Miss Louey...to Mr. Henry Phillips,
of Port Fairy.

Then came to our mind, the pride of the stud, Flying Doe - the most elegant mare, except
Gildermire, in the colony...Mr. Hurtle Fisher had set his heart upon the Doe, and gave 255
guineas for her. Romp, sister to Tomboy, and her chestnut filly, by Kelpie, were bought by
Mr. George Watson; and Alpha, Calliope’s only daughter, together with her chestnut colt, by
Kelpie, were sold to Mr. James Bevan. A couple of mares, Nameless, and another by
Touchstone, together with their produce, were hurriedly sold, and then an adjournment for
more refreshment took place, the two yr-old fillies in the meantime being brought into the
yard.

Of the two-yr-olds, there were seven in all, though only five appeared in the catalogue, Bonnie
Lassie having been omitted by mistake, whilst the other, although the property of the stud, was
not considered one of the stud. There were three or four mares answering this description sold
during the day. With the exception of the two fillies which Mr. Phillips bought, there was
nothing very special; but if the Oaks does not fall to his colours next season, then make and
shape, bone, muscle, and pedigree go for nothing. [llumination is a grand filly, and we should
have thought the same of Mary Jane if we had not seen her half-sister. After the two-year-olds
had been disposed of, the yearlings came out, the first offered being Play Boy, a real beauty all
over. Mr. Dowling bought him for 175 guineas. Vesuvius, another rare-shaped colt, with
splendid quarters and rein, was bought by Mr. Burt for Sydney. The only other yearling colt,
Antelope, brother to Flying Buck, very small, but well shaped, was bought by Sam Waldock.

[llumination, as mentioned previously, went on to win two important races during 1864/65,
prior to her sudden illness and death in August 1865. Play Boy, later renamed Frolic, won the
1865 VRC Sires’ Produce Stakes. Rip Van Winkle, by Kelpie-Flying Doe, left Bournefield in
utero in 1864 and was foaled at Maribyrnong. In 1867/68, as a three-year-old, he ran eighteen
times for seven wins, five seconds and three thirds, winning £627. Unfortunately his
promising career was cut short in July 1868 when he died suddenly.

The sale report concluded:

The fillies were nothing like so good looking as the colts, though the breeding of all of them
secured buyers at good prices, the most racing-looking, to our eye, being Kathleen. This
closed the sale, so far as the bloodstock went. There were yet the furniture in the house, and
the stable and stud fittings to be “placed”, but we did not care to trouble ourselves about these.
We quitted the farm as soon as the horses were sold, and reached Melbourne, after a most
agreeable day, soon after dark.

It was almost certainly not an agreeable day for Edward Row, despite the success of the sale.
The land on which the Bournefield Stud was located was owned by Row but had been heavily
mortgaged since purchase in 1856. In March 1860, Row had borrowed further against the
property from his partners, George Kirk and Richard Goldsbrough. In March 1863 the Row,
Kirk and Co partnership was dissolved, presumably because of Row’s increasing financial
problems and later that year he re-mortgaged the property to the Australian Trust Company
for £1,100. By September 1864, when Row transferred ownership of Bournefield Farm to
Richard Goldsbrough, he was living at Bendigo, working as a cattle salesman. In March 1865
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Row was sued by his creditors in the Supreme Court for £4,500. In February 1866 he assigned
his estate to the benefit of his creditors, prior to entering into a stock and commission agency
partnership in Bendigo, but that business also failed and in May 1868 he was declared
insolvent, with debts of over £1,000.

By 1869, Row had moved back to Melbourne, where he worked as an auctioneer for R.
Goldsbrough and Co. He resumed his interest in racing and was soon appointed as the VRC’s
judge, a position he held until August 1872, when he resigned. During his Bournefield Stud
days he had served on the Victoria Jockey Club committee, been Clerk of the Course at
Flemington and acted as a steward at race meetings at Epping, Craigieburn and Brighton. His
most memorable decision as VRC judge took place in respect of the 1870 Melbourne Cup, in
which he stood to win £1,000 in a double if Lapdog won, having successfully picked Romula
in the Maiden Plate. In a neck and neck finish, in which many onlookers felt Lapdog had won
the cup, the hopelessly conflicted Row gave the nod to Nimblefoot.

Little is known of Edward Row’s life after 1870. He appears to have continued as an
auctioneer with R. Goldsbrough and Co., then its larger successor, Goldsbrough, Mort and
Co. Row’s fortunes improved dramatically in 1886, following the death of Richard
Goldsbrough, who left him a generous legacy of £250 for life. Row was a pallbearer at
Goldsbrough’s funeral. Edward Row died at his home, Bourne Cottage, at 285 Church Street,
Richmond on 7 November 1899, aged 80. He was buried in the Melbourne General Cemetery,
survived by his widow and four children.

Hector Norman Simson, who had lived at Tatong Station in north-eastern Victoria during his
partnership with Row, reduced his involvement in racing and breeding for several years after
the Bournefield dispersal. The death of his wife Janet (née Bryant) in 1863 may have
contributed to this. Towards the late 1860s, however, he resumed his interest and continued it
during the 1870s at his Laceby Stud near Wangaratta. Simson died there on 29 January 1880,
aged about 60. A daughter, Marion Campbell Simson, married William Hoystead, a surname
later to become well known in Australian racing during the 1900’s.

Simson and Row’s Bournefield Legacy

As pioneers of the Australian thoroughbred racing and breeding industry, Simson and Row
played a significant role in improving Victorian and Australian bloodstock. Along with
Rawden Greene at Woodlands and Hurtle Fisher at Maribyrnong, they were driving forces
behind the commercialisation of Victoria’s breeding industry. They actively acquired the best
available mares and sires to produce high quality stock using up-to-date techniques, then sold
them to the Australian racing public through annual yearling sales, similar to those held in
England.

Although Bournefield was offered at auction on 23 June 1864, it did not sell, so passed to
mortgagee Richard Goldsbrough soon after. At the time the property was stated to consist:

of about 440 acres of land of the very finest description, the whole of which is securely fenced
and subdivided into paddocks, chiefly with stone walls. The improvements are numerous, and
of a very permanent description. They consist of a well-built house of bluestone, suitable for
the residence of a family; also detached buildings for the farm servants, numerous sheds and
outhouses...in addition to which is a garden of several acres, stocked with hundreds of the
choicest fruit-trees and vines. A considerable portion is tastefully laid out in a flower-garden,
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in which every variety of shrubs and flowering plants is to be found. Artificial grasses have
also been largely introduced with success.

In 1866, Bournefield was sold to George Diehl McCormick for a reported £3,000 and
converted to dairying, although the 1869 and 1874 Woodstock races were held there on the
disused training track. William Cassidy, former head groom at the Maribyrnong and
Woodstock Studs, leased the track briefly in 1877 for training purposes and during the early
twentieth century, the property was used by the Findon Harriers for hunting purposes. One of
the Findon Harriers’ events at its annual race meeting in Melbourne was named after
Bournefield.

Since its halcyon stud days, Bournefield has had a succession of owners and occupiers, but
today the property is uninhabited and used only for grazing purposes, the homestead having
been destroyed by fire during the mid-twentieth century. Only the stud’s name and disused
training track remain today to mark its former presence.
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